
No meat in veggie claims 
Ehsan Masood 

An educational resource pack produced by 
the Vegetarian Society claiming that the 
Prophet Muhammad, upon whom be 

peace and blessings, "almost certainly died 
from the effects of food poisoning" has 
outraged British Muslim educationalists. 

Vegetarian Issue, a thick, glossy, four-part 
resource pack is to be sent to all of Britain's 
5,500 schools as part of a campaign by the 
Vegetarian Society to discourage meat eating. 
Several "stories" from the Prophet's life are 
used in the pack in its effort to try and present 
him as some kind of closet vegetarian. 

"What this people are trying  to project about 
the Prophet, upon be peace and blessings, is 
absolutely untrue and full of rubbish," 
according to Dr S M Darsh, President of the 
UK Islamic Shari'ah Council. "Claims that the 
Prophet never ate meat are utter nonsense," 
said Dr Darsh. "There is a clear hadith which 
tells believers that the best of the food is meat ," he 
explained. 

"And the suggestion the animal slaughtering 
in Makkah was prohibited by the Prophet is 
equally preposterous," he said. "Only birds 
were not to be hunted, and that was during 
ihram only". 

The revised Vegetarian Society theory on the 
causes of the Prophet's death received similar 
short shrift from Dr Darsh. "Yes the Prophet 
did eat poisoned meat once - but his death 
occurred four years later, due to reasons 
unknown. The two events are totally 
unrelated". 

"Nobody says that animals should not be 
treated kindly," said Ibrahim Hewitt, Assistant 
Director of the Muslim Educational Trust. 
"And it is true that the practice in some halal 
slaughterhouses,are less than what Islam 
demands. But this resource pack contains 
falsehoods and untruths based on ignorance, 
which the writers are trying  to justify," he said. 

Moeen Yaseen, an adviser to the Islamia 
Schools' Trust, said that the Vegetarian Society 
had picked the wrong  enemies. 

meatless propaganda 

"Theyshouldn't be going after Islam, its 
thecommercialisation of food and factory 
farming  that should be their main targets," he 
said. 

When contacted, Sean McElherron, one of 
Vegetarian Issues' six authors emphasised that 
the Society did not spend £20,000 and 18 
months "solid research" to "run down any 
faith". The material used for the Islamic 
section, he admitted, was published to inform 
and educate schoolchildren on how different 
faiths tackle issues regarding  animal welfare. 
"We had no other motives," he said. 

Acknowledging that mistakes could have 
been made the Society told Q news that 

material on Islam had been culled from a 
book written by S Rosen, entitled: Food for the 
spirit - vegetarianism and the world religions. 
Future editions of Vegetarian Issues, promised 
McElherron, would "correct any errors". 

A spokeswoman for the Vegetarian Society, 
however, pointed out that having  invested so 
much time and effort, a new edition was 
"unlikely for some time to come". 

"Vegetarian Issues is dangerous and needs to 
be exposed, quickly," said Dr Darsh. "Whoever 
wrote it is either a crank or had other motives. 
The sections on Islam are really total 
nonsense and Muslims should campaign to 
have this mischievous pack stopped from being  
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Immune fines 
ou might presently be 

You  the experience of 
getting stuck in crowds out 
bargain hunting  for their 
Christmas prezzies, and 
competing for parking spaces, 
losing and getting fined. 
Rather spoils the taste of that 
halal turkey you went to get 
doesn't it? 

Diplomatic immunity is often 
associated with parking your D-
plated car anywhere you like. 
And not without justification. 
Figures were revealed this week 
that showed that in the first half 
of the year the diplomats had 
piled up 2,361 unpaid parking  
tickets. If that does sound a lot, 
then bare in mind that it's a 
reduction of 650 tickets on the 
same period last year. If 
however, it doesn't sound like 
much, then be more careful 
where you park! 

The worst offender? Muslim 
embassies, of course. Top of the 
list is Turkey which has 
managed to double its 1991 
figure to 141. It's followed 
closely into second slot by the 
Saudis with 126. Last year's top 
offenders, the Russians, are 
third at 124. And who said the 
Commies were unassailable. 

What does Mehmet Donmez, 
first secretary at the Turkish 
Embassy in Belgrave Square 
have to say? "We have been 
given very limited space outside 
(the embassy) and even our 
official car is given a ticket. We 
have no tickets from the city, 
they're all from outside our 
embassy," he tried to explain. 

But EC countries are not 
much better as France came 
fourth with 114, and Greece 
was fifth with 82. Of the 11 
other EC nations only Denmark 
and the Netherlands have no 
outstanding fines - bad show! 

Seychelles however seems to 
have sorted itself out, having  
notched up 165 outstanding  
fines last year, has none this 
time. The UAE has also 
improved with their number 
falling  from 140 to just nine. 
The Libyan interests section of 
the Saudi embassy has also 
done reasonably well to lower 
its record from 105 to 36. 

Mark Lennox-Boyd, Foreign 
Office minister, has welcomed 
the decrease and said: "We 
shall continue to monitor 
carefully the level of unpaid 
fines and bring  pressure to bear 
on diplomatic missions to 
reduce this further." 

Bosnian campaign groups have 
accused BBC television of 

orchestrated propaganda "worthy 
of Goebbels" following  the 
screening  this week of a 
documentary glorifying  the life of 
Radovan Karadzic, military 
commander of the Bosnian Serbs, 
and an acknowledged war 
criminal. 

Representative of Bosnian 
organisations 	said 	the 
broadcasting  Serbian Epics, a 
hagiographic account of 
Karadzic's life and poetry, as part 
of BBC2's Bookmark series was 

"callous and an outrage". "While 
the programme was being shown 
innocent women and children 
were being bombarded to death 
in Bosnia by Serbian troops 
ordered to kill civilians on 
Karadzic's orders," according  to a 
relief worker who has just 
returned from the Balkans. 

"Unthinkable, irresponsible, 
deeply offensive and scarcely 
credible," was how Action for 
Bosnia, the newly-formed UK 
Citizens Committee for Bosnia, 
described the content and timing  
of the 50-minute film. "Just how  

the BBC could broadcast such 
one-sided nonsense about a man 
who promotes murder and 
genocide, 	is 	beyond 
comprehension," according to 
Steve Blackaby, the group's 
spokesperson. "Karadzic is 
nothing  but a mass murderer," he 
said indignantly. "To talk of him 
as anything  else - least of all a 
poet, is like saying  Hitler was a 
water-colour painter," he pointed 
out. 

"Karadzic is not a poet, he is 
not even from Bosnia and neither 
is the film," said Saba Risaluddin, 

Secretary of the multi-faith Action 
for Bosnia. "Karadzic is a 
Montenegran, and the film was 
shot in Belgrade, Kosova and in 
Montenegro," she explained. 
"Nothing, absolutely nothing  can 
justify such outrageous, untrue 
material," she said. 

The BBC received 40 requests 
calling  for Serbian Epics to be 
taken off air, when it published its 
Christmas programmes schedule 
last week. Yet despite intensive 
lobbying  from organisations and 

see BBC page two 
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NEWS CURRENTS 
Judges biased against blacks 
Blacks have a significantly higher chance than whites of going to 
prison from crown courts, according to the first study of racial bias 
in sentencing published by the Commission for Racial Equality 
(CRE). A study of 3,300 cases at five West Midlands courts in 1989 
revealed that black males had a 17 per cent greater chance of going 
to jail that whites, while Asians were 18 per cent less likely. 

Shaikh gambles no more 
Dr Shaikh Karim, 51, of Blenheim Square, Leeds, a GP who was 
struck off the medical register in 1989 after swindling thousands of 
pounds from patients, has won the right to practise again after 
attending Gamblers Anonymous. 

Sibling conflict 
Sidney Taylor, 58, a businessman, successfully sued his daughter, 
Dawn, 28, over £60 rent she owed on a house she shared with her 
boyfriend. Yet the father insists it was "the tip of the iceberg" and 
claims she also owes him more than £2,200 for a debt settlement 
and if she doesn't pay up he'll be issuing a summons very soon. 

Gang attacks Muslim 
Six youths attacked a young Muslim student with iron bars at the 
Kingston College of Further Education during an evening of 
cultural dance and fashion. The 16-year-old student had been 
videoing the event when six men - not students - attacked him. As 
others came to his aid, the six ran off. He suffered head injuries but 
was later released from hospital. The attack followed an incident 
last week when Kingston Hospital doctor Norman Tariqu found 
"hate" slogans and swastikas sprayed on his car after returning from 
the mosque. 

Indian food more popular 
Indian food has overtaken Chinese as the most popular ethnic 
cuisine in Britain according to Mintel market research data. Britons 
spend £1 million a day on Indian food and two-thirds of that is 
spent on home cooking - mostly by amateurs trying to home cook 
their favourite currys. Take-away sales of Indian food have 
increased by 19 per cent over the last five years. Around 7,500 
Indian restaurants in Britain are estimated to increase to 10,000 by 
1995. 

Qu'ran-inscribed shoes - man cleared 
A man accused of an arson attack on a shop that sold shoes with 
words from the Qu'ran on them walked free from court. Naushad 
Sheikh, 18, from Leicester, had denied taking any part in the attack 
on the shop. The trial at Leicester Crown Court collapsed when his 
alleged confession to police was ruled by the judge to be 
inadmissible. Shop owner Diana Lewis had refused demands to 
withdraw the Italian shoes by Muslims, but had agreed to sell the 
entire stock to a Muslim businessman, but the shop was still 
attacked. 

Lock up your valuable gems 
Police have warned the Indian and Pakistani communities in Slough 
to lock up their precious jewellery following a rise in thefts from 
homes. Officers say Asian family homes have become the target of 
thefts because they are known for keeping expensive gold jewellery. 
There are as many as five thefts a week aimed at Asian homes in the 
town, and in the most recent burglary, thieves made off with over 
£1,000 worth of earrings, bracelets and necklesses. Slough Police 
said: "We would advise anyone and in particular Asians, with 
expensive jewellery to keep it locked away in a safe place when they 
are out of the house. 

Turkish links with Hackney 
Whenever civil servants and officials want to go on holiday they just 
ask to have Hackney twinned with someplace exotic - it seems. A 
group of Hackney council representatives recently returned from a 
5-day trip to Turkey, where they explored the possibility of 
twinning the borough with Kartal, a principality of Istanbul. The 
party included Labour councillors, the borough's chief executive, a 
representative from the council's women's Unit and two trade union 
officials, and the trip was paid for by the Turkish principality. 
Hackney is already twinned with Suresnes in France, Haifa in Israel, 
Gottingen in Germany, Barbados in the West Indies and Krasnaya 
Presnya in Russia. 

Gay men can adopt 
Two gay men have been told they are suitable to adopt a child. The 
homosexual couple, in their thirties, were recommended 
upanimously by a council's family placement panel. Now the 
recommendation'will go before Manchester city's adoption panel in 
the New Year. Then it has to be ratified by the director of social 
services. The two men, from Cheshire, have openly admitted they 
are gay. Labour MP Anne Coffey backed the men's selection last 
night. She said: "The public will obviously be concerned. But we 
must balance up what the public wants with what the children 
need." No wonder they never get elected. 
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AND who said being a housewife bogged you down? Nobody, says South African-born 
 Nawal Hussein, the miracle behind a dinner to collect money for Bosnia. "After 

watching what was going on for so long I just felt I had to do something," says the 
mother of five. Hence began one of the more remarkable story of dedication and 
Islamic (sisterhood!). Nawal's determination to do something ended up in a grand 
charity dinner at the Islamic Cultural Centre, Regent's Park Mosque. Over a hundred 
people attended the function which raised over £3,000 for Bosnia. 

Highlight of the occasion (besides the delicious food on, yes, real plates) was 
speeches by various notables including an injured brother from Bosnia. 

Master of ceremonies for the evening was a visibly shaken AbdulWahid Hamid 
(standing in the picture), Director of the Muslim World League and, according to 
Nawal, the "man behind the dinner". The event was opened and closed by recitation of 
the Holy Qur'an by Hashim Abdulrahmane (pictured next to AbdulWahid Hamid). 

BBC from page one 

pressure groups, including the Bradford Council of 
Mosques, the Union of Muslim Organisations and an 
early day motion in the House of Commons, the BBC 
still refused to withdraw the programme. 

The decision by the BBC to go ahead and 
broadcast the programme prompted criticism even 
from some unlikely quarters. Max Davidson, The 
Daily Telegraph's television wrote that in "screening 
what amounted to a 50-minute party political 
broadcast, the BBC stands indicted of a gross error of 
judgment". 

"The truth is that we were misled right from the 
start," says Steve Blackaby. He explained that 
programme producer, Paul Pawlikowski allegedly 
agreed to a private pre-transmission viewing of 
Serbian Epics to a select group of BBC managers and 
MP's but later reneged on this deal. "We just couldn't 
believe it when the series editor, Roger Thomson, 
came back to us saying that it was all a 
misunderstanding and that a preview was not 
possible." 

Mamun Nahas, Director of the Bosnian 
Information Centre in London, says he is "almost 
certain" that Karadzic had been personally involved 
in the programme in some way, and that he may even 
"have paid for it". "Why else would the BBC insist on 
broadcasting such garbage at such a sensitive time," 
he pointed out. 

Ostensibly for many Bosnian and British Muslims, 
this episode has called into question the BBC's whole 

It gives you news you need to know. It covers fiqh, 
film and books. It looks at culture and technology. 

Explores subjects great and small. Near and far. 
Simple and complex. Ideas. Insights. 

SUBSCRIBE 
and CHANGE YOUR WORLD 

attitude towards the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia. Some are worried that by broadcasting 
what amounts to Serbian propaganda, the 
Corporation may be undermining the work of its 
journalists on the front line. 

"It is strange that while the BBC's best 
correspondents risk their lives bringing news 
coverage of Serbian genocide and ethnic cleansing, 
back home, its lesser bureaucrats have few qualms 
about giving Karadzic free airtime. There seems to 
be no medium or subject prohibiting his frequent 
media appearances," said one commentator. 

Karadzic is regularly featured on BBC television 
news and current affairs programmes and his 
legendary psychiatrist's voice is heard often on radio, 
unlike members of the Bosnian government. 
"Whatever happened to the maxim of giving equal 
time for the opposing viewpoint," asks Steve 
Blackaby. 

Having failed to halt transmission of Serbian Epics, 
Action for Bosnia are demanding equal airtime from 
the BBC to transmit "a programme that reflects the 
culture of Bosnia more accurately". According to 
Saba Risaluddin "the BBC should not be allowed to 
get away with giving Karadzic false cultural 
credibility". 

A spokeswoman for the BBC said that following 
complaints, the original programme introduction 
had been changed, and that the nature of the 
programme content was countered immediately by a 
comment in the Fifth Column programme. 
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THE MUSLIM COLLEGE 
20/22 Creffield Road, London W5 3RP. Telephone . 01-992 6636 

The Muslim College 

in conjunction with the 
Extra-Mural Studies Department, 

13irlthech College, University of London 

offers courses in 
Beginner's arable Language 

second Term 

Monday 4th January 
10 Meetings 028.00 

and series of lectures in Family Law in Isla 

Wednesday 6th January 
8 Meetings 022.00 

For further information please contact 
Tel 081 992 6636 between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm. 
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Another first for Gloucester? 

for two Muslim schools" 

Ebrahim's project of duplicity. "I 
don't think that the people of 
Gloucester want two Muslim 
schools," according to Yakoob 
Patel. "The idea is absurd," he 
added. Patel, who is a Trustee for 
the proposed girl's school was 
confident that "people will not 
foot the bill for a school they do 
not even want." 

Despite the opposition Ebrahim 
Bawa is determined to go ahead 

A grade II listed building will 
house the newest addition 
to Britain's growing list of 

Muslim schools if plans to convert 
a disused hospital site in 
Gloucester are approved by 
district health officials next week. 

If given the go-ahead, the 
Gloucester Islamic Academy will 
become Britain's twenty-seventh 
private Muslim school (only the 
third boarding school), opening 
its newly-refurbished dormitories 
to 200 eager pupils next 
September - virtually next door to 
the first Muslim school in Britain, 
also established in Gloucester, 
over 25 years ago. 

Then, as now, it was Ebrahim 
Bawa, newly-arrived from Burma, 
who leased his house to the 
madrassah at Islamiyyah so that 
Muslim children could get "a pure 
Islamic education". "My mission 
was to build a proper school for 
the children of this town. It is one 
that has yet to be fully realised, 
but we are quietly confident that 
we will soon open our purpose-
built school after 25 years," he 
says. 

Success or failure for his mission 
rests with health managers due to 
respond next week to Idara's half 
a million pound bid to buy the 9-
acre Horton Road hospital site. 

As sole bidders for the four-
storey crescent-shaped building, 

Idara are clearly in a strong 
position. According to Ebrahim, 
they now only need to convince 
Council and health officials that 
the money can be raised within 
three years and that 
refurbishment plans will not 
compromise the site's green belt 
conservation status. 

"I am certain that health chiefs 
will treat our case favourably," 
said Ebrahim confidently 
promptly issuing a call for 
donations. 

"I will take this opportunity to 
make a plea to all members of the 
Muslim community throughout 
the world to please help us raise 
this money and a further half a 
million pounds needed for 
refurbishment so that the children 
of Gloucester can have a good 
education." 

Some Muslims in Gloucester, 
however, do not seem to share 
Ebrahim's enthusiasm with one 
critic describing the project as 
"unwise and ill-timed". 

Six years ago, the Gloucester 
Islamic Trust, (a separate 
organisation), bought a building 
for a Muslim girls' school for 
£100,000. The community, 
according to critics, is unhappy 
with Ebrahim Bawa for continuing 
to promote his project when he 
knoWs that the girls' school will 
open in the autumn of 1994, say 

The Crescent Project: "no need 

Trust officials. 
In addition they seriously 

question the 8,000-strong 
community's capacity to raise 
£500,000 in three years -
particularly just after they barely 
managed to pay off the £100,000 
needed for the girl's school. "It 
took six years of constant appeals 
in the city's mosques to collect the 
money," noted one businessman. 

Critics have also accused  

with the project and is unwilling to 
listen to any talk of shelving his 
dream project. Buoyed by recent 
academic successes of Muslim 
schools nationwide he said that 
Gloucester's children needed a 
school "immediately and not in 
two or six years time". 

"If the Gloucester Islamic Trust 
were interested in establishing 
their school, they would have 
done it a long time ago," he 
commented. 

A man of memory 

A t the moment Ebrahim Bawa might not be a household name 
 among British Muslims but one day he might be remembered in 

history books as the father of Muslim education and schools in Britain. 
For the sixty-five year old hafidh al Qur'an is laying claim to being the 

founder of the first Muslim school in Britain. The site of his 26-year old 
school might just be a bedroom away from his lounge but has produced 
more people who have memorised the holy Qur'an than all the other 
insitutions in the country put together. 

"From the day 1 arrived in this country I was convinced that Islamic 
education was the most important thing," he said. "I knew that nothing 
but education would enable us to maintain and sustain our Islamic 
identity". 

Fired by this conviction Ebrahim went about to set up a Muslim school 
from the moment he arrived in Britain from his native Burma. A few 
weeks after he had settled in his terraced house in Gloucester he opened 
its doors and effectively turned it into a full time Islamic school. 

"If you wish to remain and die as a true Muslim (in the west), then you 
must establish Islamic schools and darul-ulooms to provide religious, 
moral and academic education," he said emphatically. "There is no 
alternatie, no other choice. If you don't do this, your children will go 
astray". 

"I have strong views regarding education, particularly for our girls. I 
fought with the authorities so that none of my girls set foot outside the 
house to go to school," he said proudly. 

Ebrahim's seven children - five .daughters and two sons - are all 
graduates from the modest "three-bedroom" madrassah ("the first in 
the country") which he started more than two decades ago. According to 
Ebrahim his home-based madrassah has successfully schooled 250 
pupils in the art of committing the Qur'an to memory since 1967. 

"Hifazat (memorising the holy Qur'an) runs in our family," he 
pointed out before going on to explain the amazing extent of Qur'anic 
knowledge in his household. "Both my sons are alim and hafiz," he said 
amid much throat clearing noises. "I have five daughters, and all five of 
them are hafiz. Three of my daughters are married, alhamdulillah. Two 
of the three hafiz daughters are married to alims/hafiz, while one is 
married to just a hafiz. 

"Then I have two other daughters - both of whom are engaged. They 
are both engaged to hafiz training to be alims," he said, pausing to get 
his breath back: "My younger son has been honoured with the khilafat 
by the late Hadhrat Shaikhul Hadith, Maulana Muhammad Zakaria" he 
noted with unconcealed pride, justifiably. 

Ebrahim, who has authored more than 200 books on Islam in 
Burmese and Urdu, says that the Bawa family is well known for having 
at least one hafiz-al-Qur'an in each generation. "This is a very important 
discipline which must be preserved in every Muslim family. That is why I 
want so much to establish a school-darul-uloom in Gloucester," he said. 

And why not? The more, the merrier! 
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ou ask me my name? So the 
entire world can witness my 
shame? Just write: female 
Muslim , 35 years old, professor 

of literature. As for my newborn son, I have 
given him the name Jihad. 

The first time I nursed him I said "If you 
ever forget, may this milk curse you; so help 
me God". 

The Serbians have taught me to hate. For 
the last two months, within me I have only 
hatred, no pain nor bitterness. Emptiness. 

Not so long ago I taught my students only 
love. But my Serbian neighbour's only son, 
Zoran, who was my pupil, urinated in my 
mouth. While wild-bearded vagabonds were 
roaring with laughter, Zoran told me: "You 
are good for nothing, you stinking Muslim 
woman". 

I don't recall if I heard a scream or felt a 
blow to my body. This colleague, a physics 
professor who yelled like a maniac at me, 
began to beat me continuously. My mouth 
filled with blood. 

There is nothing strange here; 1 have 
been deadened to the pain, but my soul... it 
hurts, oh how it hurts. I taught my students 
to love, and they were preparing 
themselves, and even bringing up their 
children to slaughter all who are not 
Orthodox Christian. 

Jihad. War! As simple as that! 
Our best man at our wedding was even a 

Serbian! Poor me and my people. Leave 
fine words of love for someone else. You 
might talk about Muhammad and Muslim 
goodness as much as you wish. If I lose 
another eye, I will walk blind and curse 
every Muslim who talks of "reconciliation" 
and "forgiveness". 

You asked what they have done. They 
raped my mother before my eyes, my good 
- beyond beautiful - old mother. 

I remember my childhood, the garden 
near the house, and my mother hesitating 
beneath the trees. She would seek the 
blossoms where the fragrance was most 
intense; she would spread the bed linen. 
Yes, she would bow to Allah and pray. 

Wherever I turn now I smell my mother's 
fragrance. I wait for her footsteps and the 
rustling sounds from her Muslim robes... 

No, my husband doesn't know about our 
second child's birth and I don't know where 
he and my other son are. They assure me 
they are somewhere in Macedonia. 

What can I do? I have to believe it for the 
sake of Jihad. Believe me, it's very hard to 
concentrate. 

They pulled me off my dead mother and 
dragged me by my hair. 

They asked me: "Where is the gold?" 
Instinctively I pointed at my pregnant 

stomach of eight months, but I suddenly 
remembered and showed them. 

On the way to headquarters in Vogosce, 
they spit on me and kicked me. I recognised 
the Duke of Chetniks, Jovan Tintor, who 
stood silently and watched. The others had 
been drinking. 

Tintor said: "Bring Janko!" He cut my 
hair so it formed a cross. On my hand he 
carved "S" (the Serbian Chetnik sign) four 
times with a knife. 

"This is just the beginning if you don't tell 
us where the rest of your relatives are," 
Tintor yelled. They poured drinks over me 
and forced me to strip. 

The nightmare was interrupted by the 
sound from the street. They 'took me 
outside, naked as 1 was. In the middle of the 
courtyard stood a girl. She was less than 
ten: naked and surrounded by a group of 
bearded beasts. There were many onlookers 
from the neighbouring windows. She stood 
silent, uncomprehending. 

I stood there 
leaning against 
a steel monster -
it seemed to be 
a tank. I began 
to bang my head 
against the steel. 
When I opened 
my eyes it was 
very 	dark. 
Apparently I 
had lost an eye 
from 	the 
beatings. 

Where 1 went, 
what 1 did, 
whether 
walked 	or 
crawled, 1 do not 
know. Some 
villagers found 
me by a brook 
near India two 
days later and 
informed the 
Territorial 
Defence 
(Bosnian 
Defence Forces). 

They are the 
only ones who 
visit me now. 
They call me 
"little sister" 
because of the 
pain we all 
share. 	Al so 
because of our 
go al, 
Jihad.Misery 
makes 	us 
brothers and 
sisters. 

T 

world news 

A pledge to Jihad 
A 35-year-old Muslim woman professor of literature in the Bosnian town of Ilidza, recounted her experiences to Branimir Talajic, a Sarajevo-based reporter 

for Novi Vjesnik, a daily newspaper in Zagreb. 

Off The Road 
Radmila Stojanovic 

A Muslim caravan has just 
arrived in our town. While 
Podgorica slept the sleep of 

the innocent, drugged by reports 
from the SRNA, Karadzic's news 
agency, which insist that "Serbs do 
not cut throats", "Serbs do not 
rape", "Serbs only respond to 
provocations", two buses carrying 
153 (according to the list) or 105 
(according to the driver) people -
living proof of such "non-deeds" -
arrived at Podgorica's mosque. 
They had been sent there by the 
Red Cross, because of it's own 
"lack of resources". 

They had left Foca the day 
before, with the permission - or 
rather the insistence - of the 
Serbs, who had 'kindly' supplied 
the buses. On their arrival at 
Danilovgrad there had been a 
puncture, and a five-hour wait. 
Old men, women, and forty-five 
children, among them seven 
babies, had been travelling for ten 
hours. 'We ate only what we took 
with us,' said a woman in her 
forties who, along with her 
children, had brought her 
brother-in-law's two daughters. 
She does not know what 
happened to him. Sanela, aged 
thirteen, sobbed: 'They took  

mother two months ago, and my 
aunt as well, but neverbrought 
them back. They burnt ourhouse 
down, and took my father away. 
They say he is alive but nobody 
believes that any longer. 

Mevla Barlov, aged 35, added: 
"A man from Foca gave me some 
money when we left, to buy some 
bread, but there wasn't any. I 
came here with my five children, 
and had nothing to give them." 

The bus driver, Radovan 
Krnjojelac, explained what 
happened. "They told us to leave 
our flats, then they immediately 
moved in their own people. They 
burnt down other houses, and the 
mosques. There is nothing 
Muslim any more in Foca. They're 
not interested in whether you're 
dead or alive, whether you eat or 
go hungry. If they want to kill or 
rape you, they do. They raped 
many women, from 12 years of 
age onwards." The little girl may 
not be one them. When she tells 
how she was "taken off the road" 
three times - an expression the 
women use to explain to a 
stranger that they were raped -
her mother hastens to add: "Oh 
no, she wasn't raped." Clearly 
frightened, she answers all my 
other questions with: "I don't 
know." She says that only in  

addition to her own children, she 
has Amir Odabasic, and Damir 
and Sano Barlov, whose parents 
have been killed. 

The seventeen year old girl, 
who doesn't look much older than 
Sanela, was not lucky enough to 
meet a man. Only beasts in 
human form. "They did terrible 
things to me. They took me to 
deserted Muslim homes. Mainly 
there. There were men from the 
age of seventeen to, would you 
believe it, about sixty. Every night, 
five or six times," recounts this 
girl, who one can imagine playing 
hopscotch behind my block of 
flats. "It went on like that for eight 
days. They would return me just 
for an hour to my barracks, where 
there were 49 of us from the 
village of Mjesaje, which they had 
burnt down. Then others would 
come to take me away. Always like 
that. Believe me, there were cases 
of father and son..." Her mother, 
who listens to all this, was also 
taken away, "like my daughter, for 
one night only, after which they 
stopped. Only that one night." 

"Did you complain to anybody?" 
I asked hopelessly. "But of course 
not. I wouldn't tell anyone. They 
bring a gun, and put the barrel 
into your mouth; or they throw a 
knife so that it goes just past your  

head. Four women from our 
village never returned when they 
were taken off." 

"Every single woman here has 
been raped, whether she admits it 
or not," says her mother. Asked 
who those "brave soldiers" were, 
they reply, "Whoever was there." 

A little girl, M.A., sits stonily, 
thin and wornout. Her mother 
tells how, after the attack on their 
village, they were both taken to 
the Partisan Barracks in Foca, and 
raped every day, for 25 days. They 
kept being taken "off the road," 
both of them, by passing bands, 
"some with Serbian emblems, 
some with white eagles. "What 
they went through is externally 
suggested by the blue marks on 
their throats. The internal, 
invisible, wounds they will have to 
forget - if they decide that life is 
still worth living. Their souls seem 
locked. She says that we can 
publish her name, she does not 
care, she has lost everybody, she 
does not care if she lives." Back in 
May the Chetniks from Pale and 
the White Eagles attacked our 
village of Sustijesno in the middle 
of the day, burnt it down, and 
killed thirty men and women." 
They killed her husband Tahir 
while he was trying to hide, and 
she does not know what happened  

to her eight children, aged from 
13 to 40 years. But she does not 
think that they are alive. 

In Podgorica, when the order to 
continue their journey came, tears 
started. "They treated us well in 
the mosque, they gave us food and 
water." The women stuffed bits off 
bread into their pockets, the older 
children looked forward to the 
journey, while the babies 
screamed. "I cannot go, leave 
without me," cried a woman of 
101 years, stretched out on the 
mosque floor. They carried her 
into the bus wrapped in a blanket, 
together with the twenty-year old 
son of Sabra Vahabovic, crippled 
by paralysis; and a blind woman, 
and a diabetic with a shrivelled 
leg. Where were they going? 
perhaps to Skopje, perhaps to 
Rojaze, perhaps to some new hell. 
The victims of "brave Serbs" and 
our own indifference. 

An old man, in lieu of farewell, 
said: "This has not been done by 
the local Serbs. It has been done 
by outsiders, some of them 
released from prisons. There are 
Montenegrins among them. When 
they finish off what is left of the 
Muslims, they will start killing 
each other." 

This article first appeared in the 
Montenegro newspaper 'Monitor'. 
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world news 

Operation Fools Rush In 
• 

G eorge Bush's decision to 
send 28,000 United States 
troops to Somalia could 

well be a massive policy blunder 
that Bill Clinton will live to regret. 
The idea that a brief military 
operation by the world's only 
super-power can be turned into a 
multilateral United Nations 
"peacekeeping" operation in a 
matter of weeks is verging on the 
ludicrous. Senior UN officials in 
New York are openly warning of 
the dangers of a "quick-fix" 
solution, as US Marines steam into 
the middle of a civil war which 
they can't begin to comprehend. 

In a curious reworking of an 
age-old theme, Bush told his 
troops embarking on their new 
crusade: "You are doing god's 
work. We will not tolerate armed 
gangs ripping off their own 
people. The US alone cannot 
right all the world's wrongs but 
some crises in the world cannot be 
resolved without American 
involvement. Only the US has the 
global reach". 

One reason for this intervention 
is that America wants to be seen to 
be acting decisively while Europe 
fumbles over Yugoslavia. There is 
now a real danger of a power 
struggle between Washington and 
the UN for custodianship of the 
new world order. 

According to Alex de Waal, an 
aid expert who resigned from the 
international human rights 
organisation, Africa Watch, over 
the issue of intervention in 
Somalia: "The name 'Operation 
Restore Hope' is deeply ironic and 
offensive to the innumerable 
Somalis who are striving for 
reconciliation and reconstruction 
of their country... as negotiated 
agreements break down and 
warlords jockey for position to 
exploit the military occupation to 
their advantage". 

The warlords, bandits and 
gunmen of Somalia's maze of 
clans, sub-clans and rival militias 
could well disperse, bury their 
guns and await the departure of 
the Americans' overwhelming 
force. In this case, this high profile 
and high risk foray into the new 
world order would achieve few 
visible gains. Alternatively, the 
marines might attempt to take on 
the militias to disarm them, in 
which case all hell could break  

lose. 
America's largest-ever 

intervention in Africa could 
easily turn into as big a 
disaster as its Lebanese 
adventure in the eighties. 
What is needed is long-term 
development 	and 
employment. The gunmen 
earn good money through 
"protection", extortion and 
outright robbery. With no 
better prospects to look 
forward to, they are not going 
to disappear overnight. 
Certainly, a new international 
economic order cannot be 
built in two months, 
particularly with the rich 
northern hemisphere in 
recession. 

The situation in the Horn of 
Africa in many ways resembles 
that in Eastern Europe and 
former Soviet Union, with a 
mass of conflicting tensions 
and nationalism unleashed in  

an orgy of post-communist 
democratic aspiration. As in 
Europe, many of the fault 
lines of tension go back to old 
colonial 	boundaries. 
Relatively peaceful northern 
Somalia, the self-declared 
Somaliland Republic, is 
Anglophone, having once 
been a far flung outpost of 
Empire, while southern 
Somalia was ruled by Italy. 
The French got neighbouring 
Djibouti. 

Intervention in Somalia 
may well pit the West against 
the Islam. The Islamic 
activists in south west Somalia 
are almost certain to gain 
from 	any 	foreign 
adventurism. All north Africa 
is facing the challenge of 
Islam as the region's 
dispossessed embrace an 
ideology 	that 	offers 
something more than the 
empty promises of today's 

world. Egypt and Algeria are 
already on the brink. Sudan is 
slowly emerging at the Muslim 
world's ideological superpower 
dethroning what is obviously an 
increasingly mellowing Iran. 
Khartoum (and Iran) are already 
heavily involved in backing 
Islamic activists in Somalia. 

Observers have also pointed out 
that one main reason the US sent 
troops to Somalia is to contain 
and "keep an eye" on 
developments in Sudan. 

All over Africa the new world 
order promises little better than 
old certainties. Somalia's spiral of 
violence, vengeance and despair is 
not that unusual. The whole 
continent is becoming increasingly 
marginalised, but increasingly 
open to this uncomprehendingly 
simplistic "shoot to feed" 
mentality. 	Perhaps 	the 
intervention should be dubbed 
Operation Fools Rush In. 
Peter Moszynski 

Intervention in Somalia may 

well pit the West against the 

Islam. The Islamic activists in 

south west Somalia are almost 

certain to gain from any foreign 

adventurism. All north Africa is 

facing the challenge of Islam as 

the region's dispossessed 

embrace an ideology that offers 

something more than the empty 

promises of today's world. 
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What's in a Name? 
Shaikh Ahmad 

in
agine life without names, 

with people unable to 
distinguish between each 
other, between living 

beings of all species, between 
celestial bodies, between all that 
is in the heavens and earth. 
I began to appreciate more the 
divine wisdom of Allah, the 
exalted, when reflecting on the 
challenge He chose to issue to 
the angels after creating Adam, 
in order to demonstrate the 
dignity and capability of 
humankind. 
H 	 e 
commanded 
them 	to 
identify, to 
name, 	the 
things around 
them. Adam 
then named 
those things, 
even as the 
Angels could 
not. For He 
taught Adam the 
names, all of 
them (2:31). 
The names 
each of us carry 
stay with us for 
as long as we 
breathe 	- 
indeed beyond. 
This is why 
Islam instructs 
parents 	to 
select the best 
names for their 
children, a 
right of the 
offspring upon 
their 
guardians. The 
pre-Islamic 
Arabs 
employed a 
strange naming 
tradition. The family head 
would select the best and 
tenderest names for his servants 
and attendants and assign odd, 
even crude names to his own 
children. Some would be named 
after unflattering animals, 
others even after hideous 
insects. They believed that such 
titles would strike fear in the 
hearts of their enemies. 
The Prophet changed this 
ignorant practice. "You will be 
called upon the Day of 
Judgment by your name and the 
names of your forefathers," he 
said (Abu Dawud). 
"So select good names for 
yourselves". 'A'isha, Allah be 
pleased with her, reported that 
the Prophet used to change ugly 
names (Tirmidhi). Umar b. al-
Khattab named his baby girl 
Asiyya' (the Disobedient), but 
the Prophet renamed her Jamila 
(the Beautiful). The Prophet 
changed other names, such as 
al-Aziz (the Mighty One), Atlah 
(the Heartless), Shaytan (the 
Devil), Ghurab (Crow), and Harb 
(War). He suggested for the 
name al-Mudtajja' (the Sleeper) 
the name al-Munaba'ith (the 
Revived). 
The Prophet was not only 
concerned with the names of 
persons, but with that of paths 
and land. When he came upon a 
strip of land called 'Afra 

Zaki Hammad 

(Barren), he dubbed it instead 
Khadra (Green). There was a 
path named Shi'b al-Dalala (the 
Path of Misguidance), and he 
changed its name to Shi'b al-
Hidaya (the Path of Guidance). 
He even altered the names of 
whole tribes. The title Bani al-
Zinyah (the Children of 
Fornication) became Bani al-
Rishda (Children of Wisdom). 
The Prophet told his followers 
to name their children after the 
Prophets. He also said the most 

beloved of 
names was 
Abd' Allah 
(Servant of 
Allah) and 'Abd 
al-Rahman 
(Servant of the 
Merciful). 
Therefore, it is 
preferable for 
any Muslim to 
change his or 
her name if it 
i 	 S 

reprehensible 
or unbecoming 
in meaning or 
character, even 
if their parents 
chose it for 
them. 
Moreover, 
names should 
be selected 
based on the 
criteria the 
Prophet set 
forth, 	not 
whim. 
One day, 
heard 	a 
Muslim called 
by one of his 
friends 	as 
Sharr, which 
means Evil. 

Why do they call you this, I 

asked. It is short for my full 
name, which is Sharr al-Bariyyo. 
he replied. This was worse still. 
It means the Most Evil of all 
People. 
How did you come by such a 
name, I inquired. When I was 
born, he said, my father simply 
opened the Quran, and, as is 
the custom, randomly put his 
finger on a word and that 
became my name. 
Needless to say, I advised him to 
change his name because it is 
exceedingly negative. 
A Muslim, by birth or 
conversion, must change his or 
her name if it has any meaning 
that assaults the purity of tawhid, 
or relates the person, to other 
than Allah in a consequential 
way, as in the names 'Abdal-
Masih (Worshipper of the 
Messiah), 'Abd al Salih 
(Worshipper of the Cross), or 
Abd al-Nabi (Worshipper of the 
Prophet). 
For those who come into Islam 
with names that evoke negative 
concepts, images, or beings, it is 
preferable that they be changed. 
The Prophet Muhammad 
(whose name translates as 
Praised One), on him be peace, 
has indeed provided us with a 
better model. 

Courtesy: Islamic Horizon 
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Get Mr Boss 
I wonder how many Q news' 
readers watched Channel 4's two-
part programme in the Black Bag 
series, about the "bounty hunter". 
There seems to have been little 
comment from the Muslim 
community considering how 
Channel 4 decided to tell Mr and 
Mrs Britain, how archaic and 
backward Muslims can be. 

Yes, according to the 
programme makers, Muslim men 
forcibly bring back "stray" wives, 
throw acid on their faces, and 
regularly beat them. And, it is 
quite proper fora wife to expect 
such treatment. Remember girls, 
if your husbands greet you with a 
blow from a steel-capped boot, 
the next time they come home 
from work drunk, then it means 
they love you very much. 

So we watched big, burly Mr 
Mahmood, the Boss, chase after 
his quarry with undisguised 
pleasure, while the families and 
in-laws of the runaways waited to 
throw acid all over their faces. Of 
course it didn't matter if the odd 
innocent girl was hassled along 
the way, its all part of the fun of 
being a Muslim isn't it? 

Why, I ask, aren't our great and 
good Muslim leaders in uproar 
over such "affairs". Muslim girls 
running away from home is bad 
enough, but to send self-styled 
death squads running after them 
is scandalous. And this is done all 
in the name of Islam. 

But to and behold, we've had no 
petitions, no demonstrations, no 
sit-ins and absolutely no protest 
marches. Why? 

It's easy to bring out the 
hoardes to demonstrate against 
Rushdie, or some 450-year-old 
mosque that isn't even used, but 
why don't we look inside our own 
navels for a change? 

I say let's issue a fatwa against 
the Boss and his kind! 
Hassan Farhat 
London SW19 

Beware of barbaric 
Vedics 
Your coverage of the Ayodhya 
tragedy was simply sensational. 
How did you manage to cover so 
much ground in such short time. 
Your journalists must be either 
exceptionally fast researchers and 
typers, or are dedicated enough 
to have burnt the midnight oil all 
that week. I particularly enjoyed 
the revealing article by Umm 
Kaleem, there is so much we 
ought to know about our "Asian 
brothers and sisters". These 
"peaceful, hardworking, 
vegetarian" Hindus have 
plagiarised our culture, 
reinvented it and are returning it 
into our homes through films and 
dramas. 

I remember reading that their 
are four Vedas which Hindus 
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regard as their holy books, and 
one of them, Yajur Ved, classifies 
all non-Hindus as enemies and it 
says: "0 learned men uproot your 
enemies and destroy the places 
which give them sustenance," and 
goes on: "0 people kill your 
enemies by all means because only 
then will you live in comfort". 

Non aggressive hey? What 
about their attitude towards 
"Shudras", permanently classed as 
untouchables? Another Hindu 
scripture, Manu Smirti, describes 
quite vividly the Vedic 
communities relationship with 
these so called lower castes: "If 
any Shudra advises a Brahmin 
and asks him to do noble deeds, 
the ruler must pour boiling oil in 
his ears and mouth." 

And people describe the 
Muslims as barbaric! Ayodhya is 
only the beginning so we must 
take action now! 
A Sharif 
Forest Gate 
London 

No need for Hindu 
bashing 
While I applaud your excellent 
coverage of the recent sad events 
in Ayodhya (Q news Issue 37) and 
its repercussions here and in 
other places, I question the 
wisdom of what appeared to be an 
overtly anti-Hindu stance in that 
issue. 

Understandably feelings and 
passions were running high after 
the destruction of the Babri 
mosque which I understand was 
dear to Indian Muslims. The 
symbolism of it also is clear, the 
razing of one prominent mosque 
does threaten to pave the way to 
other mosques in the country. 

However Babri mosque as you 
reported has not been used for 
the last 40 years, and as far as can 
be seen does not have any 
important Islamic link or history. 
Yet the Hindus, rightly or wrongly 
feel quite certain that the site is 
the birthplace of there deity Ram. 
So if the mosque isn't even being 
used, why not just let them have 
the site? it would surely have 
saved the unnecessary deaths of 
over a thousand people from the 
resulting riots and many others. 

I don't think that Hindus are 
our enemies, a small minority may 
indeed be the enemy of all non- 

Hindus - just as a section of 
Muslims are the enemies of all 
"Kuffar", but in general we should 
not be adding yet more names to 
the already long list of "enemies 
of Islam". 

And it would if anthing have 
been far more beneficial and 
Islamically correct for us to have 
exercised greater restraint in our 
world-wide reaction to the event. 
Indeed it may have served to 
open the world's eyes to the 
atrocities - particularly in Kashmir 
- that are being committed against 
Muslims by the Hindu 
fundamentalists - a far more 
deadlier species it seems then our 
own brand of rather short-sighted 
and foolish fundamentals. 

Attacking temples and mandirs 
in this country shows the extent of 
their imbecility. In the long run it 
will affect our own mosques as 
insurance premiums sky-rocket on 
all religious buildings belonging 
to these "foreign loonies". When 
will good sense and Islamic 
restraint prevail in our "Muslim" 
community? 
Javaid Ashfaq 
Bradford 

First Class treatment 
First, my congratulations for your 
publication which continues to 
grow from strength to strength. 
May Allah bless you all. 

Second please receive my 
cheque for renewing my 
subscription for one year (plus a 
little for the Q kitty) 

Last, my complaints. How come 
I always get my copy almost a 
week late than the date the paper 
is supposed to have been 
published? 

Is this because: 
a) there is a conspiracy by the 

Royal Mail to sabotage a good 
Muslim publication? 

2) you don't publish on the days 
you are supposed to? 

3) you have decided to torment 
me and make my life miserable? 

Whatever the case I would like 
my copy to arrive a bit earlier. 
Can I suggest sending you some 
extra money to help you out in 
sending it First Class. 

Please, please, do something. I 
hate the long wait before Super Q 
arrives. 
Shahida Nelson 
Cardiff 
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• 	 helpline 

What you ought to know... 

Dr Syed Mutawalli ad-Darsh 

answers questions every fortnight. 
Write to: 
Dr Darsh 

c/o Q news International 
Cumberland House 

80 Scrubs Lane 
London NW10 6RF 

0: In a response to a question 
on giving the Qur'an to non-
Muslims you said that they now 
have access to numerous 
foreign language translations 
of the Holy Book. What if the 
non-Muslim is an Arab who 
only speaks Arabic? Would it 
be wrong to give him the 
Arabic Qur'an? 
Fazal Rahman 
Coventry 

Considering the question of an 
Arab who is not a Muslim yet who 
wishes to understand Islam, I 
would refer you to the Qur'an 
Chapter 9 Verse 6 which, 
paraphrased, says that if any one 
of the disbelievers wishes to listen 
to the words of the Qur'an 
(Muslims should) facilitate him or 
her to come and listen to the 
Qur'an. While a visitor the the 
security and well-being of the non-
Muslim is incumbentant upon the 
community. But while non-
Muslims might listen to the 
Qur'an being recited and discuss 
it with knowledgeable people they 
are forbidden to touch or to read 
from it. It is also not allowed to 
give them a copy of the Qur'an 
itself. Arabic tapes of the Book, 
however, can be given to non-
Muslims. 

A hadith in Sahih Muslim (Vol. 
III, pg 1040) clearly forbids the 
giving of a copy of the Holy 
Qur'an to a non-Muslim for fear 
of desecration. According to the 
hadith: "It is prohibited to take 
the Qur'an to the land of infidels 
when it is feared that it might fall 
in their hands". Umar said that 
the messenger of Allah (upon 
whom be peace and blessings) 
forbade anyone travelling to the 
land of the enemy to take the 
Qur'an with him. 

But as in the answer given to the 
original question there is no harm 
if non-Muslims are given 
translations of the Qur'an. A 
translation is not in itself the 
Qur'an. The basic definition of the 
Qur'an is that it is the Arabic word 
revealed to Muhammad (upon whom 
be peace and blessings). If it is in 
any other word, that is, language, 
it no longer qualifies as the 
Qur'an. Muslim scholars have, in  

addition, concluded that non-
Muslims can be taught Qur'an by 
Muslims. The Hanafi school 
allows Qur'an to be taught to non-
Muslims without restriction. The 
Shafi school allows tuition in 
limited circumstances. 

Q: I am a 28-year-old 
engineering student and I want 
to get married. As I have heard 
that Muslim ladies do not like 
men with beards, would you 
suggest I become clean 
shaven? Is there anything in 
the Qur'an or Hadith about this 
subject? 
Zighir Butt 
Leciester 

A: Don't even think of it! Do not 
shave off your beard. For keeping 
a beard is one of the things highly 
recommended in Islam. The 
Prophet used to say to the men: 
"Grow your beards and trim your 
moustaches". The Prophetic 
commendation was because the 
habit is a "natural inclination", or 
Sunan al fitrah. 

Don't worry about "Muslim 
ladies" rejecting your marriage 
proposals because you choose to 
follow a Sunnah of the Prophet. I 
am sure there are many decent 
decent, good Muslimahs who will 
gladly say "yes" for precisely the 
same reason. 

11: I've heard that when a child 
is in its mother's womb, his 
personality and character - his 
entire life are determined by 
Allah through an angel who is 
sent down to visit the child. My 
question is: if this does take 
place, then why does Allah 
choose for some individuals to 
follow a path of evil deeds and 
rare few to follow a path of 
righteousness? Does this mean 
that as the individual's fate is 
predetermined, there is little 
he can do to change Allah's 
final verdict? 
Elsa Sheikh 
London EC1 

Knowledge, power and free will 
are among God's attributes. 
Nothing escapes His knowledge. 
All has been willed by Him, and is 
executed by His power. At the 
same time the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah has established that man 
too has knowledge, will and 
power, but that this is given to 
him by Allah. 

The responsibility given by 
Allah to man is the result of these 
human attributes. Allah, who 
created us, orders us to do certain 
things and forbids us to do others. 
He made our life, in general, to 
follow the causes and effects which 
he has put in the universe around 
us, including our solutions. 
Together with the attributes 
mentioned, he is also attributed  

with Wisdom, Justice and Mercy. 
He does not do any injustice to 
any of His creation and does not 
impose upon a soul but what it can 
afford or bear. Man is asked to do 
what Allah has ordered him to do. 
Destiny will not stop us doing 
what is good nor will it force us to 
do what is bad. So man has to do 
the good and keep away from 
what is bad. He should not busy 
himself discussing Allah's 
attributes whether they interfere 
with his actions or not. 

Believing in destiny helps the 
Muslims to carry the message of 
Islam. Only weak, lazy people use 
destiny to excuse their failures 
and exclude their negativity. Islam 
is very clear on what we are 
ordered to do and what we are 
forbiden to do. This is what we 
need to know and this is what we 
are responsible for. The destiny 
decided by Allah is a hidden book 
which does not interfere and does 
not handicap our manner and our 
attitude. This means we can not 
blame God for what is hidden 
from us; but we can be blamed for 
what we know. In short this is the 
kind of attitude a Muslim should 
have on detiny. 

However, the question of 
destiny is not only a matter of 
Islam, it is the secret of the 
existence of the human race, and 
the secret of God's attributes. As 
Muslims who believe in Allah, we 
should not busy ourselves with 
questions that are beyond our 
conceptions and should do the 
clear will of God as indicated in 
His revelation. 

0: I am a keen reader of 0 
news and thoroughly enjoy your 
page, from which I have learnt 
a great deal. However I often 
wonder why, when quoting 
references in answer to a 
question, you rarely put the 
Ja'afari (Shi'i) point of view 
considering that at least 10 per 
cent of all Muslims follow this 
tradition 
Imran Ahmed 
London NW10 

First, may I thank the reader for 
his complimentary comments. 

In response to the question, I 
would say that having studied at 
Al-Azhar University, considered 
by many as the most tolerant 
Islamic institution in the world, 
where students are allowed, are 
free to choose whichever fiqh they 
want to study and pursue. I was 
nonetheless brought up as a 
Shafi'i Sunni. Thus, unfortunately, 
I am more aware of the Sunni 
tradition. 

In this column references to the 
Ja'afari fiqh are not given in 
answers to questions because I do 
not wish to offend readers who are 
Shi'i by giving a point of view for 
which I have no training. Allah 
says in Chapter 17, verse 26: And  

do not follow that which you do not 
have knowledge of . Again in 
Chapter 16, Allah says in verse 43:., 
Ask the people of knowledge . So if I 
am asked to give a fiqh point of 
view on any topic, my knowledge 
of the Sunni tradition conditions 
me in the answers that I give. If, 
however, my good reader can 
supply me with standard texts of 
the Ja'aferi fiqh, I am happy to go 
through them and answer 
questions accordingly. 

Q: I have am Muslim friend who 
is blind. She relies constantly 
on her guide dog, an invaluable 
companion which rarely leaves 
her side. The dog, naturally, 
has complete access to all the 
house. I understand that dogs 
are not allowed inside Muslim 
homes, but is there special 
dispensation given to guide 
dogs for the blind? Similarly 
how should friends and 
relatives of the blind and 
partially-sighted treat guide 
dogs in their homes? My friend 
would also like to know what 
she should do when praying. Is 
she allowed to touch the 
animal in between performing 
wudhu and going to pray? 
Nida Ali 
Woking 

First let us understand that it is 
only the saliva at the mouth of the 
dog which is considered to be 
unclean. All its body, as long as 
there is no outside impurity, the 
hair, the skin and other parts are 
considered to be pure. However, 
in a hadith in Sahih Muslim (Vol. 
III, No. 3822, [section on 
Hunting]) Abu Hurayrah reports 
the Messenger of Allah as saying: 
"He who kept a dog which is 
neither meant for hunting, nor for 
watching animals, nor for 
watching the fields, would lose two 
qiraat, every day out of his 
reward". Now in this hadith the 
Prophet has given us three 
instances where we are allowed to 
keep dogs. 

The question of training dogs to 
guide blind people was not 
around at the time of the Prophet. 
But one of the texts, Naylul Awtar, 
by al Imam Ash-Shawkani, 
comments (Vol. VIII, pg 146) that 
dogs can be kept for other reasons 
so long as they are clean and pure. 
We say, therefore, that there is a 
very clear dispensation given by 
Muslim scholars to the blind who 
need to have guide dogs. If the 
sister is in need of the dog to 
guide her and the dog is trained, 
everything connected to the dog is 
clean and pure. 

Q: In most Muslim cultures, a 
woman having given birth stays 
home for 30 to 40 days. Does 
this practice have Islamic 
legitimacy or is it a tradition 

embedded in culture? 
Hussain Amin 
London SW11 

Women are not allowed to 
perform Islamic ritual acts 
immediately after the delivery of a 
baby because of the bleeding 
period. During that time the 
Muslim woman is exempted from 
religious observance. She is free; 
there is no obligation on her, for 

 to offer prayers or to , 
fast. This is purely done so that 
the Muslim woman can feel at ease 
during such special circumstances. 
Now what does this mean. It 
certainly does not mean that she 
should be kept at home. She is 
entirely free to go where she wants 
from the moment she leaves 
hospital/home. She can go to 
hospital, study, whatever, as there 
is no restriction on her movement 
during this period. Of course 
physical relationships are not 
allowed during this 40 to 50 day 
period until the bleeding stops. 
Even if the blood has stopped for 
24 hours, she is free to resume her 
normal life, after taking a full 
bath, until and if, the bleeding 
resumes. 

0: I am thinking of starting up 
a keep fit class for Muslim 
women in my local area but I 
am a little unsure about the 
Islamic position on such 
things. I wonder if it is right 
for Muslim women to take as 
role models the likes of Lizzie 
Webb and Jane Fonda whose 
videos are used extensively. 
Also, most callanetics, circuit 
training and aerobics classes 
rely heavily on intensely 
rhythmic, beat-filled music, 
which I know is discouraged in 
Islam? What would you advice 
me to do? 
Atiyyah Sultan 
address withheld 

First, if the women need to have 
such classes, they should be 
conducted by a decent, 
respectable, Muslim woman in an 
environment that has no men 
around at all. There is no other 
objection from the Islamic point 
of view. Actually looking afer one's 
body and health is something 
highly recommended in Islam and 
everybody should do it. 

Beat music which is decent, void 
of obscene lyrics and which does 
not arouse base emotions is 
acceptable. For somebody really 
interested such music is easy to 
come across. But all those who 
want to sweat it out should try to 
remember that it is the exercises 
not the music (which is just an aid 
to liven up what could otherwise 
be a tidious act) which is 
important. 

Giving the Qur'an to a non-Muslim Arab? Can one shave his beard to get married? Is 
an individual's fate predetermined? Why no references to Ja'afari (Shi'i) point of 

view? Is a guide dog permissable for a blind Muslim? Should a Muslim women stay 
at home for upto 40 days after the birth of her child? Can Muslim women use Jane 

Fonda videos to keep fit? 
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Ho! Ho! Hoax! - 26 things you 
need to know about Christmas 

On the origin of Christmas, 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
says: "Christmas customs are 
an evolution from times that 

long antedate the Christian period - a 
descent from seasonal, pagan, religious and 
national practices, hedged about with 
legend and tradition". (15th Ed.) 

Merrymaking at Christmas 
was once outlawed in 
Christianised Britain and in 
the Puritan colonies of North 

American in the early seventeenth century. 

In 1642, all Christmas 
celebrations - both religious 
and secular - were forbidden 
by Parliament as the excesses 

in eating, drinking and other forms of 
"entertainment" were viewed as 
"dangerously non-Christian". 

The custom of celebrating 
Christmas does not have its 
origin in the Bible. None of 
the disciples or apostles of 

Jesus celebrated his birthday according to 
Biblical records. 

The Catholic Encyclopaedia 
Dictionary & The New 
Catholic Encyclopaedia says: 
"In the earliest days of the 

Church there was no such feast. 
Inexplicable though it seems, the date of 
Christ's birth is not known. The Gospels 
indicate neither the day nor the month". 

The first recorded occasion 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
(Christmas) took on 25 
December place took place 

in 354 All - more than three and a half 
centuries after Jesus was born! 

In the eastern part of the 
Roman Empire Jesus' birth 
and baptism were being 
observed previous to 354AD., 

but on 6 January. By the middle of the fifth 
century, however, most of the eastern 
Church had also adopted 25 December as 
the day Jesus was born and 6 January the 
commemoration of his baptism - Epiphany. 

In ancient times, many 
people realising their 
dependence on the sun for 
light, heat and crops, 

watched the sun's yearly course through the 
heavens, and held feasts and celebrations at 
different seasons to help the solar orb on its 
way. Special festivals of thanksgiving and 
encouragement to the sun were celebrated 
at the end of December as the days got 
shorter and the sun was at its lowest 
priority. The reason was that the sun - the 
light of the world - had been reborn! Such 
festivities, once meant to honour the sun 
and its god, were freely adopted by the 
spreading and increasingly popular 
Christian religion, even though the origin 
of the celebrations goes back at least 4,000 
years. 

Most Christmas practices go 
back to Nimrod, ruler of the 
ancient Babylonian empire. 
and the first son of Cush, the 

grandson of Noah. Full of pride, 
ignoranceand greed Nimrod considered 
himself to be the partner of the Creator, 
and eventually believed he was God. He 
went as far as to marry his mother, 
Semiramis, who after his death propagated 
the evil doctrine that Nimrod survived as a 
spiritual being. She claimed that a full 
grown evergreen tree sprang overnight 
from a dead tree stump, supposedly 
symbolising the springing forth into a new 
life of the dead Nimrod. On each 
anniversary of his birth she claimed Nimrod 
would visit the tree and leave gifts on it. 
Nimrod was born on 25 December. 

Through her scheming, 
Semiramis became the 
Babylonian "Queen of 
Heaven" and Nimrod under 

various names became the "Divine of the 
Heaven". After the destruction of the Tower 
of Babel statues of the "Mother and Child" 
(Semiramis and Nimrod) were made and 
taken to different lands where the names of 
the worshipped mother and child varied 
according to the language. In Egypt, it was 
Isis and Darius; in Asia, Cybele and Deows; 
in pagan Rome, Fortuna and Jupiterpuer; 
in India, Devaki and Krishna; in China, 
Shing and Moo and in Israel, Ashtaroth and 
Baal! Every Christmas season, people sang 
and still sing hymns such as "Silent Night" 
with its familiar "Mother and Child 
Theme". 

The northern Europeans 
worshipped the God Woden, 
who supposedly rode across 
the frozen wastes in mid 

winter just to bring people presents. The 
Church replaced the god Woden with Saint 
Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra, a Saint 
honoured by the Greeks and Latins on 6 
December. 

Saint Nicholas is really the 
patron saint of thieves, who 
were once tagged "The 
Knights of St. Nicholas". He 

is the patron saint of pawn brokers. Their 
emblem is traced to him. Even pirates 
emblazoned his likeness on their flags. 
Other names by which Saint Nicholas is 
known all over Europe are Santa Claus, 
Father Christmas, St. Martin, the 
Weihnachtsmann and Pere Noel. 

3 
 Saint Nicholas, or St. Nick 
for short, is similar to "Old 
Nick", which is another name 
for the devil. 

SANTA, some observers have 
noted, is also an anagram for 
SATAN. 

In many lands all over pagan 
Europe, mythical visitors -
usually bringers of good or 
evil - became the centre of 

attention in the winter season. Through 
blending ancient legend with traditions 
about saints, certain similar figures emerged 

and through "Christianisation" of the 
paganGerman deities, through the centuries 
these customs came to be centred around 
children. 

Superstitions about "hearth 
spirits", fire and sun gods 
visiting homes during the 
winter season caused certain 

folk rituals to be kept as they believed 
varying degrees of rewards and 
punishments were dealt out to family 
members. Which is how we get the story of 
Santa using the chimney and shoes and 
stockings being hung by the fireplace. The 
fireplace served as the natural entrance and 
exit of the gods of fire and the sun when 
they visited homes. Each year, dressed in a 
pointed fiery red cap and red jacket, this 
fire-god travelled from the distant heavens 
to visit homes and distribute favours or 
punishments. Today he is welcomed in the 
Western world each Christmas season by 
young and old alike. 

November through early 
March is "winter" in 
Palestine! The weather gets 
cold, especially at night and 

often it rains or even snows. So the story of 
shepherd watching over their flocks on the 
night of Jesus' birth either never took place 
or happened much earlier in the year when 
Jesus was born. As any biblical scholar, or 
modern Israeli will tell you this could never 
have occurred in Judea around December. 
Today, like always, shepherds in Palestine 
bring in their flocks from the fields to the 
shelters no later than mid-October. 

The star that had been seen 
by the Three Wise Men and 
had guided them to 
Bethlehem and pinpointed 

(by stopping over) the house (manger) in 
which Jesus was born could not have been a 
star that we see in the night sky as they 
don't just up and move somewhere then just 
stop again. Because (a) the position in the 
sky in relation to buildings of a star would 
only depend on where you happened to be 
standing so it could have been over any 
building; and, (b) the light from the nearest 
star (sun) outside of our solar system takes 
well over 100 years to get to us here on 
earth, so that means that whatever star in 
the night sky had guided "The Wise Men", 
it would have had to have begun moving at 
least 100 years before the birth of Jesus... 
unless it wasn't a star at all - perhaps a 
UFO! 

The modern Christmas tree 
originated in Germany where 
the tree was the main prop of 
a mediaeval play about Adam 

and Eve. A fir tree was used with apples 
hung on it which represented the Garden of 
Eden. The Germans called it "Paradise 
Tree", and set it up in their homes on 24 
December. They hung wafers on it 
symbolising the redemption of Christ. They 
eventually hung cqokies and candles which 
all represented Christ. A Christmas Pyramid 
(triangular structure constructed of wood 
with shelves to hold Christmas) was 
decorated with evergreens, candles and a 
star. By the sixteenth century the Christmas 
Pyramid and Paradise Tree had merged to 
become the "Christmas Tree". Even the 
Bible speaks out against this pagan practise. 
(Jeremiah 10:2-6) 

Ancient druids among the 
Celts of Britain, Ireland and 
France used the mistletoe in 
their winter rituals each year. 

The Arch Druid would cut the mistletoe 
with a golden sickle around November, and 
as it fell it would be caught by virgins 
holding out a white cloth. Prayer and 
sacrifice of the white oxen followed as 
mistletoe was believed to have healing 
powers to protect against witchcraft and 
bring fertility to the land. 

i
The Yule Log is the most 
important event of Christmas 
eve and has its pagan origins 
with the Scandinavians. The 

Norsemen burned logs of oak in honour of 
the god Thor (Thursday - Thor's day is 
named after him) and Odin. The Church 
gave its religious significance by saying it 
should be an "ash" log. This comes from the 
belief that the Jesus was supposed to have 
been washed for the first time near an ash 
log. The Druids also used a yule log. 

The word "yule" comes from 
the Anglo-Saxon word 
"hweol" meaning "wheel", a 
wheel being a symbol for the 

sun. The wheel was believed to have a 
magical effect in helping the sun shine 
more brightly. 

The other Christmas 
tradition of the Boar's Head 
Ceremony is observed even 
in such places as the Queen's 

College, Oxford, where on the Saturday 
before Christmas, a chef bears a boar's head 
on a silver platter with an orange between 
its teeth. In Scandinavia, a boar's head was 
eaten during the Yuletide festivities in 
honour of the sun-boar. The Celts believed 
that the boar was an agent against evil. This 
could never have come from the Bible as it 
forbids the eating of pork. 

On the continent, Christmas 
Eve is still the traditional 
time for a gargantuan family 
feast, finishing in time for 

everyone to attend Church at midnight. 
Menus vary widely. In Russia and Ukraine, 
where in January they will celebrate only the 
second Christmas since 1917, there is not 
much festive fare to be had. Catholic 
countrie's traditional fasting means the 
main course is fish, carp and salted herring 
in Poland, sea bream, prawns and crawfish 
in Spain, and in Portugal the ubiquitous 
salt-cod, bacalhau cozido. 

Christmas day, 25 December,. 
is officially a public day in 
Pakistan. Not to mark the 
birthday of Jesus but of 

Muhammed Ali Jinnah, the founder of 
Pakistan. 

Most people after reading 
this will still continue to 
celebrate Christmas with the 
same fervour and merriment 

as if the day mattered. 

1 
1 

1 
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Christmas Already!! 
Huda Khattab 
My assignment was to write a jolly 
little article about "How to avoid 
Christmas". Am I qualified to do 
so? Well, I use to be a Christian 
and I did rather enjoy the carols 
and mince pies... but then I 
realised that Santa Claus didn't 
exist after all, and Christmas was 
never quite as exciting after that. 
Then I really grew up and learned 
that "god incarnate" is a myth too, 
and most of the Christmas 
traditions are of pagan origin 
anyway! 

The ultimate way of avoiding 
Christmas is to become a Muslim! 
I keep recommending this course 
of action to non-Muslim friends 
and neighbours who are tearing 
their hair out at the thought of 
how much they still " have" to buy, 
cook, eat, drink etc.. But none of 
them have taken me up on the 
offer as yet. (Maybe I need to fuse 
their TVs and cancel their daily 
papers too - but this isn't an article 
about Islam - or the lack of it - in 
the media). 

But even when you're a Muslim, 
you can't escape totally from the 
all-pervasive "festive spirit". my 
family are still Christian, and send 
us gifts at this time: to them it's an 
opportunity to show their love for 
us. Of course the gifts are only 
tokens, and we're fortunate 
enough to be able to show our 
love in other ways too, throughout 
the year, but when I know the 
spirit behind the giving, it would 
be churlish to refuse the gifts. We 
tell ourselves that they're "New 
Year" gifts - but then, whose "New 

Year"? 
I've avoided work Christmas 

parties by not going out to work!  

(One of the advantages of working 
from home is that you avoid social 
pressures.) If you're under 

pressure to join in the "fun", you 
could always take a sickle, or go on 
holiday to escape. Or be brave and 
say just why you don't want to 
attend the festive bash: temper it 
with an offer to work over the 
holiday, thus freeing your 
colleagues to celebrate their 
festival, and/or take the 
opportunity to negotiate for days 
off at Eid - "this isn't a part of my 
religion/culture: our time for 
celebration is Eid and can I take 
time off then, please?". 

For many years I harboured a 
desire to flee to a Muslim country 
to escape the end-of-year overkill 
that swamps the West at this time. 
I finally realised this ambition last 
year with a trip to Syria, but even 
there I was haunted by Santa 
Claus! There is a sizable Christian 
minority in Syria (who seem better 
off than Muslims here, but that's 
another story!), so their shops 
were decorated in appropriate 
style, and Christmas Day is a 
public holiday there as, of course, 
is Eid. I doubt that even in Saudi 
Arabia would there be a total 
escape: Christian friends and 
relatives who work there have 
been known to send Christmas 
cards of "Santa in the Souk". 

Then there's television, and 
radio, and newspapers, and 
magazines. It's relentless, there's 
no escape!! I think I'll turn the TV 
off until January: how many James 
Bond repeats can a person stand? 
And if Auntie Beeb tries to feed us 
any 	"Christmas 	in 
Bosnia/Somalia/Ayodha(?)" stories, 
I shall scream! 

In past years we have managed 
to make the most of the time off 
work to go and visit Muslim 
friends: we can close the door on 
the world outside, ignore the(  
frolicking going on around us, 
and pretend it's not happening. 
We spent a couple of days in 
Southall one year - it was a bit like 
a Sunday: some, though not all, of 
the shops were open, and it was 
quite hard to imagine that it was 
Christmas Day. 

You can't avoid Christmas 
completely, but there's no need to 
bring it home with you! We shan't 
be putting up a tree for the 
children, or providing "presents 
from Santa"' just so they don't feel 
left out. If the neighbours send us 
Christmas cards, we will 
appreciate their kind wishes, but,. , 
we won't be displaying the cards 
on the mantelpiece. Even if we get 
our hands on a Halal turkey, it will 
go in the freezer until late 
January. 

There is no getting away from 
it, unless you disappear up a 
remote mountain or find a nice 
little desert island. Perhaps we 
should stop trying to "avoid" it, 
and just settle for "ignoring" it! 
Nobody is under obligation to 
"join in", after all: we don't need 
to follow like sheep! The Prophet 
(pbuh) said that whoever imitates 
a people is one of them; Muslims 
are also supposed to be 
identifiable as Muslims. Look on 
this time of year as an opportunity 
to stand up and be counted as 
such! 

New year, halal resolutions 
Shahzad Sheikh 

One of the more agreeable 
traditions of Christmas, or more 
so the advent of the Gregorian 
New Year, is the idea of making 
resolutions for the year ahead. 
Whatever the origins of this 
activity it is not a bad idea to use 
the beginning of the new year as a 
pivotal point in your life. 

Anyway the effort to try and 
take stock of your life is highly 
recommended any day. So why 
not take the new year an 
opportunity to sit back, re-
evaluate things and then decide 
what you want to do with it. 

Resolutions are decisions you 
make, which means that 
essentially you're making 
intentions. Ultimately everything 
is in the hands of Allah, but 
intention in Islam is a legally 
necessary step in the performance 
of 	everything: 	prayers, 
pilgrimages, ablutions, sacrifices, 
recitations, etc. 

In fact, in Islamic law the basis 
of judging someone's actions is his 
intention. So even if you're unable 
to carry out that which you intend, 
you might still be rewarded for it. 
That's rather like in your A-Level 
Maths when you get the final 
answer to 'a problem wrong, but 
you're still given full marks for  

using the correct method to get 
there. 

A Hadith says: "Actions are 
according to their intentions, and 
to each man there pertains that 
which he intended." 

But there's a small problein 
about making new year's 
resolutions, they're like promises -
you make them to break them. 
Which is not very civil of you is it? 
After all Muslims are not 
supposed to go back on their 
promises. 

But admit it. Even if you do sit 
down on a Sunday afternoon to 
write these things up, on a fresh 
sheet of paper with lots of colour 
pens so you can list them 
chronologically and colour them 
to importance, will it go further 
than sticking it on the wall 
between the Michael Jackson 
poster and the Q news 1993/1413 
Malcolm X calender? 

And it's oh-so-easy to think up a 
101 points to resolve, most of 
them boringly common and 
repetitive ("didn't I have that one 
last year?") and some quite 
ludicrous. Yes, you the know the 
kind that might be going on my 
list or yours: "try to pray more 
regularly, read the Qu'ran more 
often, start some exercise to get 
back into shape, try to be nicer to 
parents, brother and sister (even  

wife), get disgustingly filthy rich, 
buy a house, get married (no: 
2)!..." 

It may be a good psychological 
exercise to do this but it might be 
even more fun to write a set of 
resolutions for others - our 
honourable brothers and sisters in 
Islam or our venerable leaders 
perhaps? 
.... 

: Don't burn down or even 

attack any more Temples, 
Mandirs, Gurdwaras, Synagogues, 
Churches or any other places of 
worship of any other religion. 
After all if you're going to behave 
in such a way then expect a reply 
in kind. Remember the Prophet 
(upon whom be peace and 
blessings) warned us about this. 
And anyway, we all know how 
much begging, pleading and 
borrowing goes into building a 
mosque these days. Would you like 
to see all that effort go up in 
smoke? 

2: Talking of mosques, how 

about abolishing the well 
established - traditional even -
concept of mosque squabbles. 
Once the mosque is built, the 
undignified scenes of bearded 
types arguing and fighting about 
who's in charge of the valuable 

property is really rather 
embarrassing, particularly when 
the police (dogs and horses too) 
have to be called in. If anything it 
acts as a steroid to the image of 
our community consisting of 
mainly mad-mullahs and effigy 
burners. 

3 : Stop arguing with each other 

and this applies to all, from street 
corner brawls to round/square 
table "debates". It''s so 
disillusioning to watch so-called 
religious leaders and pseudo 
intellectuals (cause they can talk 
fancy and have got a few letters 
after their names) behaving like -
well, like kids basically. Far from 
leading by example, they lose the 
trust of any Muslim who can still 
see clearly, and make them turn 
away in shame. And to all 
"activists" and "leaders" now 
reading this and quietly nodding 
their heads in approval - I mean 
you! 

4: Leading on to that, let there 

be less divisions, and less divisive 
people in charge. "You either 
belong 	to 	my 
group/following/sect/whatever or 
you're a bloody Kafir" is getting to 
be rather tedious and out of date. 
Can we all not just be Muslims? 

Please!? 

5: One that applies to all of us. 
Muslims have been in the news 
throughout 1992 but for all the 
wrong reasons. Let's hit the 
headlines again in 93, but for all 
the right reasons. Let it be a year 
for unity, peaceful understanding, 
tolerance amongst ourselves, and 
cooperation in working towards 
making ours, a community worthy 
of envy rather than a couple of 
jokes down at the pub: "those 
effing Muslims again..." 

We'd also like to hear of what 
resolutions if any you made -
eagerly awaiting your letters. 
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1992 has been a year of ill omen for Muslim Europe. An entire country, 
Bosnia, is being taken apart, systematically, deliberately, and with 
amazing savagery. In Russia, Muslims are discriminated against, 
beaten in the streets, and blamed for the country's economic ills. 

In Albania, they face anarchy and starvation. In Germany, France and 
Belgium, rapidly-growing neo-fascist groups insult and assault 

Muslims, and demand a pure Christian society. And throughout the 
continent, Muslim values seem to be slowly dissolving in the acid vat of 

postmodern morality. 

Why not cheer yourself up, then, with a visit to the one city on our 
continent where Islam is not only tolerated, but is respected and 

admired? writes Layla Sabah. 

fOcus 
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Ethnic Cleansing' Fails in Spain  
That city is Granada, once 

known as Gharnata, the proud 
Muslim capital which was one of 
the beacons of Islamic civilisation 
in Europe. Thanks to its rich 
Muslim heritage, Granada is fast 
becoming a favoured destination 
for Muslim tourists from Britain 
and around the world. 

The famous Alhambra, of 
course, is the jewel in this city's 
crown. Without doubt the most 
famous place in Europe, if the not 
the world, it was mercifully spared 
destruction when, five hundred 
years ago precisely, the city fell to 
the armies of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, the 'Catholic Monarchs'. 

1992 has been "celebrated" as 
the "discovery" (read "invasion 
and ethnic cleansing") of the 
Americas. But in Spain, it has also 
been commemorated as the fifth 
centenary of another harbinger 
anniversary of genocide: the 
conquest of Granada by Christian 
forces after almost seven hundred 
years of Muslim rule. 

Walking around Granada, a city 
which has never fully recovered 
from the catastrophe of ethnic 
cleansing (the population is still 
lower today than it was in Muslim 
days), one is constantly reminded 
of its Islamic past and the traumas 
of annexation. Although under 
the Arab kings, Christians and 
Jews had worshipped in peace, 
retaining their own churches and 
synagogues, no such toleration 
was accorded the city's minorities 
after the conquest. Every mosque 
is now a church - in fact, the 
tourist guides note that Granada is 
the only city in Europe where all 
the churches face Makka. Buried 
in the foundations of these 
churches lie the former Muslim 
and Jewish inhabitants, victims of 
a holocaust that claimed perhaps 
thirteen million victims during the 
two centuries of the Spanish 
Inquisition. 

The Mosque of Banu al-Ahmar, 
once rivalling that of Cordoba in 
splendour, was torn down and 
replaced by the city's cathedral. A 
late Gothic structure, filled with 
musty corners, grey, tragic 
paintings, and the casketed bones 
of saints, this feels like a 
mausoleum suffering from an 
almost unbearable burden of guilt. 
Like a granite boot which 
descended and stamped on the 
former mosque, it squats heavily 
on the site, its foundations 
reaching down to mingle with the 
mosque and the bones beneath. 
Some cathedrals in Spain can be 
glorious, uplifting structures, as at 
Valladolid, Burgos, and Santiago 
de Compostela. But Granada's 
cathedral is a stone atrocity, a vast 
monument to human bigotry and 
obscurantism. 

One emerges from the west 
door gasping for air. But the 
sunny courtyard before the visitor 
is a reminder, for those that know, 
of even more grim secrets, for it 
was in this quiet plaza, now the 
haunt of pigeons and tourists, that 
the Inquisition burnt to death the 
Muslim imams and scholars who 
once taught in the mosque. From 
a raised platform, the seated 
bishop and his officials would 

watch the executions, and listen 
intently, hoping and praying for a 
shouted word which would 
indicate conversion to the Trinity. 

Here too took place the forced 
baptisms of the ordinary Muslims. 

Throughout the sixteenth century, 
men and women convicted of 
practising Islam were brought to 
this spot and herded into cattle 
pens, where Holy water would be 
sprinkled over them. Those who 

then relapsed into Islam were 
treated as apostates, and were 
killed. 

Many Muslims fled al-Andalus, 
finding refuge in North Africa. In 
many cases, however, they were  

not permitted to take their 
children, because these had 
already been baptised. The 
descendants of these child 
converts, the marranos, still live in 
the city, and are still aware of their 
painful identity. 

This city which slumbered in 
shadows and unbearable 
nightmares for five hundred years 
is now showing signs of life. For 
this is the city which, according to 
puzzled Spanish sociologists and 
outraged Fascist militants, boasts 
more conversions to Islam than 
anywhere else in Europe. 

The Western Islamic jargon 
word 'revert' has especial meaning 
here. The new Muslims of 
Granada are not really converts at 
all. They sparkle with a faith that 
bespeaks a deep and authentic 
historic identity. Watching them 
pray in the shade of the 
Alhambra, no-one can accuse 
them of having no roots in the 
land. 

Most of Granada's revert 
Muslims live in the old Arab 
quarter, the Aloaicin. This is a 
splendid warren of old Andalusian 
houses, with patios, flowery 
balconies, and mysterious high 
walls. 

Entering the Albaicin, one first 
comes to the romantically-named 
Post Office Mosque, located, as 
might be expected, in a former 
post office. This has a richly- 
mixed 	congregation 	of 
Moroccans, Syrians and local 
reverts, led by a scholarly 
Mauritanian imam. 

Further up the hill, the visitor 
encounters the small Zawiya of the 
local Naqshbandis. These are 
Spaniards who have converted 
from the flourishing local hippie 
culture characterised by tie-dyed 
shirts, patched jeans, and 
something in the air that certainly 
isn't incense... They've reformed, 
of course, and have become pious, 
delightful, and endlessly 
hospitable. Their houses in the 
nearby streets are decorated in 
Moorish style, with glowing zellij 
mosaics from Fez and Berber 
rugs. They have established a 
pottery at the town of Atarfe (Al-
Tarfa), some seven miles away. A 
visit is strongly recommended: 
about ten Naqshbandi potters are 
hard at work making ceramics 
inspired by the art of the Nasrid 
kings of Granada. Economically, it 
seems a great success, despite the 
dreaded 'recession': and their 
willingness to lower prices for 
visitors reflects Islamic generosity, 
not need. 

Deeper into the alleys of the 
Albaicin, the intrepid visitor 
comes to a villa called the Carmen 
de San Nicholas. Despite its 
unpromising name, this three-
hundred year old house, with its 
courtyard and fountains, is the 
global nerve-centre of the 
controversial Murabitun group. 
No use looking for spiritual 
nourishment here: the dhikr is 
hard and mechanical. But if you 
can talk your way past the 
unsmiling doorman, the place is 
definitely worth a visit, if only to 
see what these Murabitun are 
really about... 
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Bosnian Children's Sponsorship Scheme 

FEED A BOSNIAN CHILD 
THIS WINTER 

Serbs, winter. hunger and world apathy are killing the 
children of Bosnia. Hundreds of thousands have lost their 
parents, families and homes. Tens of thousands are now 

living alone in camps and orphanages. 

You can keep one of these children in food, warmth and 
accommodation for the winter by sponsoring them for just 
£25 a month. For more information, write to the address 

below. Alternatively, you can contribute by sending 
cheques/postal orders made payable to 

BOSNIAN CHILDREN'S FUND. 

THANK YOU - FROM THE CHILDREN OF BOSNIA 

The Human Rights Committee 
The Muslim Parliament 
6 Endsleigh Street 
London WC 1H ODS 

   

focus 
   

    

Everywhere one is overwhelmed 
by the Andalusian generosity, 
almost Arab in its warmth. Or 
maybe it is Arab? The borderline 
here is thin indeed. 

Not so Arab is the Istanbul-
based tariqa of the Jerrahis, which 
maintains a presence here also. 
Despite its firmly Turkish style, 
this four hundred year old 
Ottoman religious order has 
settled into the Spanish landscape 
very elegantly. It seems that there 
are many Jerrahis in Mexico (of 
all places), and their na'ts, gasidas, 
and ilahis, all sung in Spanish, and 
accompanied by flamenco guitar 
and Turkish tabla, are becoming 
popular among the Andalusian 
reverts. The Spanish Jerrahis are 
found in all corners of Spain, but 
their headquarters is in the 
exquisite village of Quentar (al-
Qantar), a few miles from 
Granada. 

By the city walls of Granada, 
which were built by the 
Muwahhidin dynasty in the twelfth 
century, there is a district of 
troglodytes. These cave-dwellers 
are now mostly Gypsies, who keep 
large and rather fearsome dogs. 
But one cave is occupied by a 
British-Spanish Muslim family, 
who have turned it into a zawiya. A 
recent account in the Spanish 
national newspaper El Pais 
described the weekly meeting of 
this group, gathering after the 
maghrib prayer, whose adhan and 
taslim echoes far across the 
hillside, over the olive groves, and 
must be audible from the 
ramparts of the Alhambra itself. 

There are other mosques, 
reverts, madrasas and zawiyas in 
this ancient city; and there will, 
inshallah, be many more. But what 
is most moving here is the sense of 
revival of a Muslim homeland 
which played so vital a part in 
Islamic history, and which was 
destroyed by a genocidal army 
from the North. The people of 
Granada know that the city was 
built by Muslims. They are proud 
of their Alhambra, and ashamed 
of the Inquisition. And as the 
facade of Catholic conformity  

cracks in southern Spain, the 
young and the idealistic are 
turning to Islam as a spiritual 
alternative, which is also an 
authentic rediscovery of the 
deepest traditions of their land. 

Lorca, the greatest poet of 
modern Spain, who was born near 
Granada, named his poems 
ghazals and gasidas in honour of 
the great Islamic poets of his city. 
Manuel de Falla, the Granada 
composer, drew on Arabic 
harmonies and rythms. As local 
revert Abdallah Yurrimendi told 
me: "The subsoil here is Muslim; 
we only need to start ploughing." 

Here is the perfect antidote to 
the Sarajevo blues. Five hundred 
yeast after conquest and ethnic 
cleansing, Muslim Granada is 
starting to return to Islam. 
However brutally a Muslim city 
may be exterminated, however 
confidently the cross may displace 
the crescent, the memory of 
Muslim tolerance and non-Muslim 
violence will one day return to 
haunt and defeat the aggressors. 

As the Quran says: "Say: truth 
has come, and falsehood has 
vanished. Truly, falsehood is ever-
vanishing." 

How to get there: 

There is no airport at Granada. 

Take a charter flight to Malaga, 

and then the bus (3 hours). Or 

fly to Madrid, and take the 

train from Chamartin station (8 

hours). Overnight sleepers start 

from around £60 return. In 

Granada, head for a hotel near 

the Plaza Mayor: £25 will get 

you a double room without 

`cucarachas'. Restaurant prices 

are similar to those in the UK. 

Winter weather is very, very 

cold, so take suitable clothes. 

Reading 
My eye capturts 

What is printed on the page: 
White from the White: 

And Black from the Black 
By the celebrated B en Ammar of Silvis, Vizier to Mutamid of Seville (1086) 

They passed by... 
As evening was falling, 

They unexpectedly, 
Passed close by me, 

Inflaming the passions in my heart, 
And in such a manner! 

I do not find it strange 
That my desire 

increased with their pressing: 
The sight of water 

Exacerbates the anguish of the thirsty. 
By A-Radi 	Yazid, King of Ronda, son of Mutamid of Seville 

Modesty 
When you offer those around you 

Like a cup-bearer serving each glass in turn 
The wine of your cheeks inflamed with bashfulness, 

I do not stay behind to drink of it 

For the eyes of those who gaze upon you 
Make this wine more crimson by your blushes, 

While that other wine is made more red by 
The feet of the treaders of grapes. 

By the vizier of Seville, Abu-L-Walid Ismail Ben Muhammad, nicknamed "Habib" (d. 1048) 
Translations by James Kirkup © CORE 
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book choice 

What's on halal bookshelves? 
Ever wondered what the leading beacons of our community get up to when they find themselves 

alone among the book selves? At the end of the day when the public speeches and brawls, the da'wa 

meetings and mosque-committee feuds finish, it is time to unfurl the turbans and scarves and 

relax. When it's dark outside and warm inside there is nothing like a good read to reinvigorate the 

mind and stimulate the intellect. 

Psychologists say what you read is what you are, that is, you can judge a person by the books 

he/she reads. If that is true our survey below should be a very interesting read indeed. 

It must be said that it was agreed at the outset that the Holy Qur'an and hadith books are taken 

as essential reading for everyone. If after you read this and start wondering why Mr Liaquat 

Hussain was allowed to get away with choosing the Holy book as one of his choices, well, its a long 

story perhaps better told another day. Part of the challenge was to convince people to participate 

for it's not everyday one is asked about the books you read. Alhamdulillah the response was 

tremendous. The exception, surprise, surprise, was an abrupt "no" answer from none other than 

the mediaphile Dr Kalim Siddiqui. The response of Ahmed Versi, Editor of Muslim News, was that 

"he has read so many books he can't remember which are good and which are bad". Tut, tut. 

Report by Mariam Jilani. Additional research by Ehsan Masood 

ABDUL HAKIM MURAD 

Publisher, Quilliam Press 
Two books I would recommend: 

Of the books I do like, one is 
called The Tao of Islam, by 
Fachiko Murata. It is the 
only serious book in English 
on gender relationships in 
Islamic thought. Unveiling 
Islam by Roger du Pasquier, 
published by The Islamic 
Text Society, is my second 
choice. It is probably the 
best short introduction to 
Islam that has yet been done 
in English. 

Book to avoid: 

Youssef Choueri's Islamic 
Fundamentalism is book 
worth avoiding. It is factually 
inaccurate and has an old 
fashioned 	Marxist 
orientation. 

M H FAROOQUI 

Editor,Impact International. 
Two books I would recommend: 
Kissinger: a biography by 
Walter Isaacson will be my 
first choice. The book is 
useful in that it helps you 
understand US policy. 
Biographies are first person 
accounts and normally are 
full of primary historical 
material. Though not always 
a hundred per cent true they 
do give you the raw material 
that you need to come up 
with an educated personal 
opinion. It is just like sitting 
in court and listening to 
witnesses who will not be 

telling you the whole truth 
but you get to know some of 
it. My second choice is The 
End of History and the Last 
Man by Francis Fukuyama 
which is published by 
Hamish Hamilton. This 
book gives the rationale of 
the Western ideology which 
is very important to know: 
the ethnocentricity of 
western civilisation comes 
out in its raw form in the 
book and is quite revealing. 

Book to avoid: 
There isn't a book I 
wouldn't recommend. My 
job is to find something 
useful from whatever book 
there is, I don't have to like 
the book. I don't have that 
kind of bent of mind to tell 
people to avoid books. 

HUDA KHATTAB 

Editor of Isra magazine. 
Two books I would recommend: 

One of my favourite book 
was actually recommended 
in the late (sic) Muslim Wise 
magazine ages ago. It's The 
Tartar Khans' English Man 
by Gabriel Ronay. He was a 
Baron or something, and 
was on the wrong side when 
King John was up to his 
tricks. So he got banished 
and he went off to the 
crusades to absolve himself 
and then he was kidnapped 
and taken further east. He 
could pick up languages very 
easily. He ended up with the 
Mongols and they sent him 
back as an interpreter to tell 
Christendom to submit to 
the Mongols or else! They 
said OK: you are a traitor, 
and executed him. It is a 
really exciting story. The 
author is an Hungarian and 
has peek into all sorts of 
manuscripts to get this story 
but it reads like an 

adventure. The best bit is 
where King John nearly 
made England an Islamic 
country. Though a history 
book I couldn't put it down I 
Foucault's Pendulum by 
Umberto Eco is my second 
choice. Pendulum is a mind 
blowing novel. It has 
conspiracy theory and 
Knights and Templer, and 
all sorts in it. Its quite weird 
and wonderful. I can't 
explain what it is about and 
you have to read it. Don't 
worry about the first page 
being in Hebrew; I'm not 
quite sure why it is. 

Book to avoid: 
I only read books I like, if I 
think I'm not going to enjoy 
them after a couple of pages 
I put them away and forget 
about them. However, I do 
get upset when I see a 
Muslim reading a horror 
story or a Mills and Boons. 
That's two genres to avoid 
actually. If people are 
impressionable, which they 
are, they get all these stupid 
ideas about marriage that 
are totally impractical. They 
think its all sweetness and 
light. They conjure a really 
unrealistic expectation of life 
and I think that's dangerous. 

SABA KHALID 

Writer and active housewife 
Two books I would recommend: 

Fantasia of the Unconscious, 
and Essays in Psychoanalysis 
by D H Lawrence. The book 

is very relevant to Muslims 
and even mentions Islam at 
one point, indicating that 
the Christian era is dead: 
gone corrupt, and the 
coming era will involve what 
Lawrence calls the "green 
dragon of Islam ". That isn't 
why I chose it. I chose it 
because it is a heart and an 
intellect and throbs with 
vitality 	and 	an 
understanding of the age in 
which we live - the people, 
surroundings, 	the 
environment and nature. 
How the nature of man, in 
its generic sense as well as 
nature around the being, is 
being 	simultaneously 
destroyed and how it effects 
every level of one's self; from 
the erotic to the intellectual 
and 	psychological, 
everything is being 
damaged. 
I would say in passing that I 
would like to be asked about 
two authors rather that two 
works because a work is not 
simply a product but an 
extension of someone's 
being. When we read them 
we are with them and that is 
especially true of writers like 
Lawrence. You come out 
nourished when you read his 
work. I think it is important 
to read works like this; like 
whales in the ocean you 
plunge in and out and swim 
through it. You don't just 
read in sequence from 
beginning to end. The work 
sings - it is alive. I would 
recommend Lawrence as a 
humanbeing and a Writer. 
My second book is 
Muhammad, Messenger of 
Allah, Ash-Shifa of Qadi 
`Iyad which has been 
translated 	by 	Aisha 
Abdarrahman Bewley. It is a 
book by an Alim (scholar) 
from the twelfth century AD 

(fifth century llijra) in 
Morocco and southern 
Spain. What he is doing in 
this work is showing 
everything pertaining to the 
person of the Prophet. It is 
an approach to the Rasul; it 
instructs Muslims how to 
behave towards him and how 
to defend him. It is a way of 
meeting the Prophet 
because the love of the 
Prophet is the way of 
meeting. The beauty of the 
book is not just the feeling of 
spiritual love for the Prophet 
(upon whom be peace and 
blessings) 	but 	the 
extraordinary rigour of 
scholarship. Nothing we 
have in the works of scholars 
to day matches it. There's no 
sloppy journalistic guessing 
game. It is totally true to the 
point and draws from 
primary sources. 

Book to avoid 

Not one book but a whole 
genre. Don't waste any of 
your time with books that 
have any dialectical material. 
Avoid a book when it starts 
on racism, sexism this ism 
and that ism, posing one 
phony alternative against 
another which never 
confronts the deep 
underlying issues. If you 
must read it then have the 
discrimination 	to 
understand your Islam. It is 
not the subject matter, it is 
the method. It has nothing 
to do with the way we think 
as Muslims and it is 
destroying the Muslim 
intellect. 

MARYAM DAVIS 

Writer and farmer 
Two books I would recommend 

Politics in an Arabian Oasis 
by Madawi al-Rasheed. 
Based on a Phd. thesis the 

author wrote on his own 
Rasheed tribe. He had to 
collect most of the history 
from his relatives who were 
all living in exile and his 
book provides a brilliant 
indepth study of all the 
skullduggery and the 
weaving and dealing that 
went on in central Arabia 
before the present Saudi 
state had been set up by the 
British. It uncovers a huge 
area which very few people 
believe or know anything 
about. Certainly anybody 
brought up in this country 
has not had the opportunity 
to discover that this went on, 
and very often when you say 
to people this did happen 
they look at you with great 
surprise. But here it is a man 
talking to his relatives and 
its all eye witness accounts. 
The Lost Country was 
Mongolia revealed by Jasper 
Becker. Seven hundred 
years ago Mongolia was the 
centre of the largest land 
empire the world has ever 
seen, and yet we know very 
little about the country. This 
travel book examines how a 
nation which had once 
flourished to the extent that 
Mongolia had could have 
disappeared from the view 
of every body in the western 
world. 

Book to avoid 

Felipe Fernandez-Armesto's 
Columbus. I would avoid it 
simply because we all know 
that Columbus was bad news 
for both the Muslims in 
Spain and the people he 
"discovered" living happily 
in the Americas. This 
biography promotes the idea 
that his aims were 
commercial rather than 
imperialistic, and that this is 
a true picture of the man. I 
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book choice • 
wasn't convinced. 

SI{ABBIR AKHTAR 

Author of The final 
imperative 
Two books I would recommend 
On the Duties of 
Brotherhood, translated by 
Mukhtar Holland. It gives 
you a guide not only to 
brotherhood but a practiced 
brotherhood. It is quite a 
concise account of what our 
obligations to each other 
are. I assume it includes 
sisterhood. 
Roots of The Islamic 
Revolution by Hamid Algar. 
The book is about the 
Iranian revolution. I think it 
is a very concise and 
profound account of the 
kind of secular forces and 
American conspiracies 
perpetuate by the CIA to 
make sure that Khomeini's 
revolution would not 
succeed, and that an Islamic 
regional power would not 
exist. 

Book to avoid 
I'm sure the majority of your 
readers like it but the book I 
don't like is a book by 
Charles Le-Gai Eton called 
Islam and the Destiny of 
Man. What I don't like 
about the book is that it 
implies or states that Islam 
has nothing to do with 
power which I think is a 
political heresy. Muslims are 
being raped and murdered 
world wide and the only 
reason we can't do anything 
about it is because we don't 
have any power, and 
because there aren't enough 
Islamic states which are 
genuinely powerful. If there 
were I'm sure they could - at 
least - have set up sanctions 
against India after the 
Ayodhya tragedy. 

CHARLES LE GAI ETON 
Broadcaster author of Islam 
and the Destiny of Man 
Two books I would recommend 

Unveiling Islam by Roger 
Du Pasquier. This is a very 
good general introduction to 
Islam but on a higher 
intellectual level. The writer 
himself is Muslim and a 
distinguished French writer 
and journalist. The 
translation, by Abdal Hakim 
Winters, is splendid. 
The Tao of Islam by Sachiko 
Murata. It has a very odd 
subtitle "A source book on 
gender relationships in 
Islamic thought." What the 

author has cottoned on to is 
the constant references in 
the Quran to the alternation 
between day and night, male 
and female and so on. But 
its mainly interesting for the 
translations from Arabic and 
Persian. It is an interesting 
book but not an easy one. 

Book to avoid 

Books which try to indicate 
that Islam is totally intune 
with progress do irritate me 
because progress is such a 
western concept, almost a 
religion now. 

SAHIB MUSTAQIM BLEHER 

General Secretary of the 
Islamic Party of Great 
Britain 
Two books I would recommend 

Citadel by Antoine de Saint-
Exupery. The book is a 
series of reflections by a 
prince of some oriental 
citadel who is about to take 
over from his father and is 
remembering things his 
father told him on how to 
rule. It is almost based on 
the Quran. It actually shows 
the influence Saint-Exupery 
had when he used to be a 
war pilot in North Africa. He 
was very impressed with the 
Islam he came across and 
that actually filters through 
in the book. It contains a lot 
of wisdom written in a very 
beautiful style. The book was 
originally written in French 
but there is an English 
translation. The copy I read 
was in German. 
The other book I would 
want people to read is the 
Satanic Voices by David 
Musa Pidcock. It is a factual 
book about the link between 
various attempts to 
undermine the moral order 
of things in the name of a 
number of isms - whether it 
is socialism or secularism or 
whatever, all can be traced 
back to occult and satanic 
origins. The book is a very 
interesting compilation of 
various source materials and 
for that reason I would 
recommend people to read 
it. 

Book to avoid 

Of course generally I could 
say one ought to stay away 
from 	any 	cheap 
entertainment 	or 
pornographic literature but 
then again there is never 
any harm in reading a book 
if it is done for the right 
purpose. For example I 
wouldn't recommend people 
to read the Satanic Verses for 
leisure but if they have to 
argue with the contents of 
the book I think they must 
read it. I wouldn't 
recommend people to read 
garbage but if they have to 
look into how literature is 
used to get people to accept 
a particular world view and 
how certain ideas filter 
through cheap novels then 
they must study them. So I 
wouldn't like to recommend 
anybody to stay away from 
any book as long as they 
know what they are reading 
and why they are reading it. 
As for Islamic books to 
avoid, there are those little 
booklets that are published 

abroad with about one or 
two spelling errors per line. 
They are aimed at the non-
Muslim westerner thinking 
that a book of that type 
would actually attract him to 
Islam and talking down to 
him as if he were crawling 
on his knees wanting to find 
out. These books are found 
in a abundance and are 
usually distributed free. 

ZIAUDDIN SARDAR 

Television Producer and 
author of Distorted 
Imaginations 
Two books I would recommend 

Women and Islam by Fatima 
Mernissi. Mernissi is not 
liked in Muslim circles 
because she comes with a 
feminist label. But I do 
recommend that Muslims 
overcome their traditionalist 
hostility to feminist thought 
and read what she has to 
say. She goes back to the 
original sources, to very 
early texts and shows how 
the perception of women in 
Islam was shaped a great 
deal by early history which 
was dominated by men of 
course. 
The other book which 
moved me a great deal is the 
Tariq Ali's novel In the 
Shade of a Pomegranate 
Tree. It is a story set in 
Granada at the end of the 
fifteenth century. Basically 
the story is of a family and 
how it copes with the 
impending doom of the fall 
of Granada. Coming from 
Tariq Ali it is a pretty good 
change of gear on his part 
given his background. It is a 
very inspiring novel and a 
brave attempt for a man like 
Tariq All given the radical 
cards he carries with him. 

Book to avoid 
Postmodernism and Islam, 
predictament and promise by 
Akbar Ahmed. Avoid all 
books with Islam and 
postmodernism in them 
because you need to 
understand two things to 
write a book like that ; you 
have to have a reasonably 
good 	depth 	of 
understanding of Islam and 
an 	equally 	good 
appreciation of the 
complexity 	 of 
Postmodernism. The one 
that is common these days 
with that title has neither, its 
just a hotch potch. 

PROF AKBAR AHMED 

Author Postmodernism and 
Islam, predicament and 
promise 
Two books I would recommend 
Hindu Muslim encounters 
by Raj Mohan Gandhi who is 
a grand son of Mahatma 
Gandhi. It is about eight 
Muslim leaders of India, 
including the great figures 
of Allama Iqbal and Quaid-i- 

Azam. I would recommend 
it because this is one of the 
first and most important 
attempts to rectify the 
negative and sterotypical 
image of Muslims depicted 
in scholarship. Although he 
is grandson of the Mahatma 
who was often at odds with 
Quaid-i-Azam, Raj Mohan 
Ghandi rises above 
communal and religious 
differences and depicts 
Quaid-i-Azam with great 
fairness and great sympathy. 
Can one suggest one's own 
books? I would then 
recommend Postmodernism 
and Islam, predictament and 
promise. The reason being 
that I think it is important 
we understand the nature of 
the age we are living in as 
Muslims. It doesn't help our 
cause or argument if we 
pretend that the forces 
swirling around us do not 
exist. I have writen the book 
hoping that it will make 
Muslims much more aware 
of the basic issues which are 
confronting us in today's 
world. 

Book to avoid 
Tariq Ali's In the Shade of 
the Pomegranate Tree, I 
think that was rather a 
hollow 	attempt 	at 
understanding what took 
place in Spain. The novel is 
rather a wooden attempt, I 
don't think Tariq really has 
much sympathy for Muslim 
civilisation judging from 
what he has been saying. I 
thinks it's just an attempt to 
jump onto the bandwagon. 

FAZLUN KHALID 

Author Islam and Ecology 
Two books I would recommend 
The life of Muhammad, a 
translation of Ibn Ishaq's 
`Sirat Rasul Allah by A. 
Guillaume. That is one of 
the earliest books written on 
the Prophet (upon whom be 
peace and blessings). Ibn 
Ishaq was one of the earliest 
Muslim writers. He was born 
in Medina in 85 Hijra. So 
you can see how close he is 
to the historical situation. 
The other one is totally 
different. It is called The 
End of Nature by Bill 
McKibben. This is a must 
for all Muslim readers. It is 
about an analysis of the 
current state of the 
environment. It shows that 
man has lost control of what 
we in Islam call the fitra. 
The book is a good analysis 
of what is happening to 
nature because of our 
defiance of Allah's creation. 
I would ask Muslim readers 
to read the first thirteen 
ayats of Surah Rahman in 
the Qur'an, and to reflect 
for half an hour, and then 
read McKibben's book. 
Then after they have read it, 
read those same thirteen 

verses again. 

Book to avoid 
Don't waste your time 
reading books of the kind 
Salman Rushdie and others 
of his ilk write, trying to be 
clever. Writers who try to be 
clever and who try to curry 
favour 	with 	the 
establishment by knocking 
their own people are the 
lowest breed of people. 

MICHAEL BARRY 

Presenter of BBC's Food 
and Drink 
Two books I would recommend 

The book I most enjoyed 
this year is The Kindness of 
Women which is the sequel 
to The Empire of the Sun by 
J.G Ballard. It was about real 
people, you felt you knew 
and understood them. Its an 
autobiographical novel 
about simple everyday life 
told in an extraordinary 
clear way, with quite grand 
themes. 
With regards to cookery 
books, 	they've 	just 
republished Compendium by 
the late Jane Grigson. 
Unfortunately, the book is a 
mixture, like most cookery 
books produced in the west, 
of halal and non-halal 
dishes. 

Book to avoid 
I hate horror and witchcraft 
books and the trend towards 
supernatural 	and 
frightening books. I don't 
like them and I don't buy 
them. 
I tend to avoid books that 
are critical or mindlessly 
offensive. I don't read things 
that 	I 	think 	are, 
blasphemous is too strong a 
word, counter to good belief 
and taste. I don't read them. 
In such cases I think the 
Qur'anic injuction to avoid 
things you have serious 
doubts about is the best to 
follow. 

ABDUL WAHIDHAMID 

Author of Islam the Natural 
Way 
Two books I would recommend 
Who Needs an Islamic State? 
by Abdelwahhab Effendi. 
This book should be more 
vigorously promoted as a 
basis for wider and urgent 
debate on the future of 
Muslim polity worldwide. 
The Ambiguous Adventure by 
Hamidou Kane. A brilliant 
novel by the Senegalese 
Muslim writer on the legacy 

of the European colonialism 
in Africa. 

Book to avoid 
Almost everything in the 
now very popular horror 
and macabre genre which 
must leave warped minds 
everywhere. Some of the 
writings of Shaykh Abdul 
Qadir Al Darqawi As-Sufi al-
Murabit. 

LIAQUAT HUSSAIN 

President, Bradford Council 
of Mosques 
Two books I would recommend 

My first choice is the Holy 
Quran. 
And my other choice is Ihya 
Ulum al-din by Al-Ghazali. It 
gives practical and spiritual 
guidance. It is a very good 
book. 
Book to avoid 
Pornography books, but 
nothing else other than that. 

YUSUF ISLAM 

Chairman of Islamia Schools 
Trust 
Two books I would recommend: 
Music and singing in the 
light of Quran and Sunnah 
and the concensus of our 
pious predessesors by Abu 
Jalal Mustapha Al Kanadi 
The second book is A Short 
History of the Revivalist 
Movement in Islam by the 
late Abul 	Mawdudi 
Book to avoid 

I don't read books that I 
would ask others to avoid. 

MOEEN YASIN 

Editor of lslamia 
Two books I would recommend 

Jihad and Shahadat: 
Struggle and Martyrdom in 
Islam. These are essays and 
addresses by Ayatullah 
Mahmud 
	

Taleghani, 
Ayatullah 
	

Murtaza 
Mutahhari and Dr Ali 
Shari'ati. Jihad and 
Shahadat, I would argue, are 
the words of the moment for 
the Muslims. Whilst the kufr 
get drunk on booze, it is 
time the Muslims get drunk 
on Jihad and Shahadat, 
given the crisis of the 
Ummah just now. 
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Books recommended 
(first choice): 

•The Tao of Islam, by Fachiko Murata 

•Ths Tartar Khans' English Man, by Gabriel Ronay 

•Fantasiss of the Unconscious, and Essays it Psychoanalysis, by D H Lawrence 

•Politio it an Arabia Oasis, by Madawi al-Rasheeci 

• On the Duties of Brotherhood, by Mukhtar Holland 

• Unveiling Islam, by Roger Du Pasquier 

• Women and Islam, by Fatima Mernissi 

•The Lift of Muhammad., a translation of lbos 'shag's 	Rasul Allah, by A 
Guillaume 

•77ii Kindness of Women, by J G Ballard 

• Who needs an Islamic State? by Abdelwahhab Effendi 

•The Holy Q,Leallt 

• Afusic and singing in the light of (bar's,' and Simonds and the consensus of our 
pious predecessors , by Abu Jalal Mustapha Al Kanadi 

...jihad and Shahadat: Struggle and Martyrdom in Islam, by Ayatullah 
Taleghani, Ayatullah Murtaza Mutahhari and Dr All Shari'ati 

Da'sua in the West, Muslim Shan'ah Activity and the dynamics of 

conversion, by Larry Poston 

...Wasik Awakening between Rejection and Extronisit, by Yusuf Qaradawi 

A New I.I.I.T. Edition 
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Thought and Life 

by 

Dr. Ismail Raji al Farfiqi 

,xritv't 

TAWOD:  for 
,re  

ItS "7.14 and L" 

The work of al Shahid Dr. Ismail Rail al Fartigi on the subject of 

al tawhid affords the reader not only a look at the axial docrtrine of 

Islam, but allows the reader to understand that doctrine from a number 
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The other one is Islam 
between East and West by 
'Alija 'Ali Izebegovic, the 
current president of what's 
remained of Bosnia. I think 
it is relevant to show some 
solidarity with the guy's 
vision of Islam. 

Book to avoid 
I would say the one on Sex 
by Madonna. Why? Because 
she is propagating satanic 
values as a new sex goddess 
of the twenty first century. 
She's a lure to a lot of young 
innocent people as a role 
model. I've not read it 
myself. 

DR MANAZIR AlISAN 

Director, The Islamic 
Foundation 
Two books I world rocoutioend 
Islamic Da'wa in The West, 
Muslim Shariah Activity and 
the Dynamics of Conversion 
to Islam by Larry Poston. 
This is a Christian 
perspective about the 
Muslims in the west, 
especially in America. It 
questions their future in the 
west and seems to come to 
the conclusion that it has to 

be a peaceful one. The 
author has analysed their 
situation objectively and the 
result is a very thoroughly 
researched book.' The 
author has read most of the 
books published by Muslims. 
Islam and the Economic 
challenge by Dr. M. Umer 
Chapra. It talks about what 
is Islamic economics and 
how Islamic economics fills 
the gap if there is a need of 
an alternative model of 
economics. How Islamic 
economics fits in and how it 
resolves the complexities of 
the economic problems of 
the world. 

Book to avoid 
I haven't really thought 
about that issue because I 
have been editing most of 
the books we receive for 
review by the Foundation, 
and I can't recall anything I 
should ask people not to 
read. Nothing comes to 
mind right now. 

RASHID MESSOUDI 

journalist 
The books I would recommend 
Islamic Awakening between 

Rejection and Extremism by 
Yusuf al Qaradawi. The 
book breaks down the 
psychology .of these two 
positions. It discusses what is 
extremism using hadiths as 
source material and comes 
to the conclusion that the 
best way is the middle path. 
It also discusses how to deal 
with the Qur'an and Sunnah 
in a balanced manner. 
The other books I would 
recommend are Edward 
Said's Orientalism and 
Covering Islam. The first 
book is a break down of all 
that makes up orientalism, it 
is very interesting for the 
Muslim reader to know 
about these things. The 
second book dealS with the 
coverage of Islam by the 
western press. 

Book to avoid 
There aren't any books I 
would categorically tell 
people not to read. 

14 Friday 18 / 25 December 1992 Q news 



a-test 

PERSONALITY CHALLENGE 
Are you a Muslim or just another 'Moslem' with an identity crisis and a chip on the shoulder large enough to come with its own frying pan and 
feed a family of six for two weeks? Are you really in-tune with how you as a Muslim should be behaving in everyday situations that call for less 

than outright jihad? 
For example, if you saw a Muslimah fall over in the snow, would you rush to her rescue or completely ignore her - because talking to Muslim 

women who wear hijab is totally out of order in your book? Does this make you sensitive, stupid or simply Islamically Correct? 
Our specially designed "personality challenge" compiled by our very own psychoanalyst (if she gets the grant to do the course) will, if answered 

correctly and honestly, enable you to pinpoint and understand the real inner halal you! 
All you have to do is say Bismillah and start answering the questions below. Choose the answer you think best suits your position. Add up the 
points you get for each answer to find out what you scored then proceed to the relevant section which will reveal to you, and anyone you may 

wish to share such information with, your inner personality. It may unlock the secrets of the soul you keep hidden even from yourself 

1. Picture this, you are 

making wudu in your local 
Mosque when a new 
brother/sister comes along 
and begins to make wudu in 
an highly unusual manner. 
Do you: 

(a)Shout 'Aastaaghfirullah!' 
and turn his/her taps off ? 

(b) Keep a stiff upper lip 
pretending you haven't 
noticed and dismiss them as 
just another weirdo? 

(c) When they have finished 
start up a conversation with 
them about wudu making in 
general and in the process 
point out their error? 

2. You're in your local halal 
butchers cleaning the 
grease from the change 
you've just got back when 
you notice that your halal 
butcher is not as halal as 
you expected. You realise 
that he alsia stocks cheap 
wine and a small quantity of 
pork sausages. Do you: 

(a) Find another "more 
halal butcher" to do 
business with, even if it 
means travelling for three 
days ? 

(b) Have a quite word with 
the proprietor and threaten 
to withdraw your custom 
unless those offensive items 
are removed ? 

(c) Ignore what you've just 
seen and carry on buying 
your meat there. After all its 
ultimately the shop-owner's 
problem! 

3. You are in your favourite 

kebab joint when some 
shabby looking individual 
comes to your table begging 
for money. He says he is a 
Muslim and says he has a 
family of four to feed but 
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doesn't have the money. 1)o 
you: 

(a) Give him the tip you 
were saving for the waiter? 

(b) Invite him and his family 
to join you for the meal? 

(c) Call the waiter and have 
him removed as he is 
ruining your evening? 

4. You're driving merrily 

along with your family when 
some "Sunday driver" cuts 
you up and makes you 
swerve dangerously. Do 
you: 

(a) Take a deep breath, 
smile sweetly and wave to 
them in a gentle pleasant 
manner - remembering 
what the doctor told you 
about your blood pressure? 

(b) Follow the car as far as 
you can and when you get 
the chance cut them up in 
revenge ? 

(c) Follow them to Ayodhya 
and as soon as they stop get 
out of the car and give them 
instant dawa - "sword of 
Islam" style? 

5. You're in a restaurant 

with your marriage partner. 
The bill arrives and to your 
horror your partner makes 
a terrible "scene" arguing 
with the waiters. This is the 
first time you realise that 
you've married the Muslim 
equivalent to Scrooge. Do 
you: 

(a) Calmly whisper "time for 
salat" and casually leave 
your soul mate to it? 

(b) Slide under the table as 
if your shoe laces need 
urgent attention? 

(c) Re-read your marriage 
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contract - especially the 
heading "Grounds for 
divorce"? 

6. You are late for a 

"trolley" dinner at a family 
friend's house where you 
expect to meet a 
prospective 	marriage 
partner. You come across a 
friend out shopping in the 
high street with their 
horrible little four-year-old. 
The child squirts a Ribena 
filled carton all over your 
new shalwar kamiz, the one 
you had been saving for the 
occasion. Your clothes are 
stained all over. Do you: 

(a) Rush all the way home to 
change - even though it is 
two bus rides away? 

(b) Mutter quietly "it is 
Allah's will" and continue 
your journey regardless? 

(c) Curse the brat and 
contemplate revenge? 

7. Your parents, not being 

as Islamically orientated as 
you are, have gone to some 
lengths to organise a 
surprise birthday party for 
you. You come home just in 
time for maghrib prayer. 
But as you switch on the 
light the 101 party guests 
shout "surprise!" and sing 
"happy birthday" to you. Do 
you: 

(a) Storm out in a furious 
rage and lock yourself in 
your bedroom, after making 
wudu? 

(b) Ignore everyone, throw 
down your prayer mat in 
the middle of the room and 
hit the floor in salat? 

(c) Smile and exchange 
pleasantries for a short 
while and then mention you 
are going for your maghrib 
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prayer and invite anyone 
who may wish to join you? 

8. Your neighbours have 

begun to play loud music 
during the night. Despite 
your complaints the music 
continues. Do you: 

(a) Publicly burn "The party 
goer's guide to having a 
good time" in your back 
garden to show that you 
mean business ? 

(b) Play Yusuf Islam's 
"Alphabet Song" very loudly 
after fajr prayers until the 
neighbours come begging 
for a truce? 

(c) Invite you neighbour for 
a cup of tea and use that 
time to explain your 
complaint? 

9. A school boy stops you in 

the street and asks you for 
spare change saying he has 
lost his bus fare home. Do 
you: 

(a) Ignore him and quickly 
walk into the nearest 
newsagents to buy your self 
a Mars bar? 

(b) Stand and listen to him 
explain while you decide 
whether he is telling the 
truth? 

(c) Give him the money 
without hesitation? 

10. While strolling down the 

High Road looking for a 
halal doner kebab place you 
spot somebody you know 
who is quite obviously out 
with a girlfriend or 
boyfriend. Do you: 

(a) Ignore them and forget 
about it? 

(b) Run up and confront 
your friend? 
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(c) Run to tell your friend's 
parent's? 

11. You pick up the phone 

extension to call a friend 
but accidentally eavesdrop 
on a conversation between 
your mother and her friend. 
They are obviously having a 
good gossip about a third 
party. Do you: 

(a) Listen in, then go and 
tell your friends? 

(b) Put down the phone and 
tell your father? 

(c) Leave a copy of your 
favourite hadith book on 
the kitchen table open at 
the section on backbiting? 

1 2. While backing your car 

into a tight parking space 
you hit the car behind and 
smash the lights. Do you: 

(a) Leave that spot as 
quickly and as quietly as 
possible, hoping nobody 
saw? 

(b) Leave a note under the 
other car's wiper with your 
name, address and 
telephone number? 

(c) Leave a note which 
says:"There are several 
people watching me who 
think I'm leaving my details 
for you, but I'm not!"? 

13. A non-Muslim friend 

has extended an invitation 
to you for dinner, and when 
the table is laid your host 
explains that he has made 
certain there is no pork on 
the menu, but you realise 
that the meat is not halal. 
Do you: 

(a) Get up and leave 
thinking "bloody kuffar 
don't know anything" ? 

MOU1 Ap.111:11.11P:111 of 111.Vr5 

noA .a,nstlf to asuas poo‘,1 
OAP.11 pup antuoissrdtuot 

air 	rioA 	•pea.11 	ot 
trat clog)! ..111{M a).1 ijithaF; 
noA •.1.-n110tp pur irtuoidtp 
10.10100 P .1.-tq3Ia A40 110) 
1010 sittava a.nos q itl inoA 

SZ 	t 

:o0V mow 
Vits .7.10.)5 toot trqm 

1)01- ) 'I (41'1 (r :CI 
11) 	4(1 '7, tr :VI  

(b) Nod your appreciation, 
say "bismillah" and enjoy 
the meal? 

(c) Avoid the meat dishes 
after explaining the 
importance of eating halal 
meat ? 

14. The Christmas party at 

work draws near. Do you: 

(a) Decide to attend - after 
all it's only once a year and 
you don't want to come 
across as a killjoy fundy. 
And besides aren't office 
parties where work 
friendships and business 
deals are cemented? 

(b) Categorically state your 
Islamic position and refuse 
to attend even though it 
may cost you your chance of 
promotion? 

(c) Attend reluctantly, but 
sit in a dark corner sipping 
orange juice and avert your 
eyes when everyone starts 
dancing. Of course you 
would have to put wax in 
your ears as well. 

15. Your boss at work offers 

you a "Christmas bonus". 
Do you: 

(a) Accept gratefully and 
wish everyone a "Merry 
Christmas", and spend the 
rest of the day humming 
"Jingle Bells"? 

(b) Refuse to accept the 
extra money unless your 
boss agrees to remove the 
word "Christmas" from the 
wage packet? 

(c) Think this is a really 
stupid quiz for such a 
brilliant quality Muslim 
weekly, and go and read the 
diary? 

V, 	7 {(I 	(0  '4>t 
I -  I. ) 	lq 0(1:71 
4; (:) 'g ( 41 .1 (.1' :I I 

(.) 	(q 	(p :01 
4:1 	(9 '1 (I' :ti 

4;0'1 (9'1 40 :8 
4;0'1 4 41 'I 40  '4 
0 43 -6. 49'g Vr :9 
0 0'1 49 7, Cr :c 
i 0'1 
0(•)'1'. 0-1 	(r :t: 
I 	.)'(,:o.1 - 7; tr 

49 '3 

.situod inoR tin ppe moN 

Q news Friday 18 /25 December 1992 1 5 



Films to watch on TV 
MONDAY 21 DECEMBER 

Charlie Chaplin 
Festival 
Channel 4 - 10.30am 
What with the release of Sir 
Richard 	Attenborough's 
biographical film about the lovable 
tramp, you'll be seeing a lot of old 
Charlie on TV during the 
Christmas. For fans that's great, but 
why show it so early in the day? 
Particularly as these four shorts, 
The Immigrant, The Adventurer, The 
Cure, Easy Street, are among his 
best. 1938 

Aliens 
ITV - 9.00pm 
You want a gory, sci-fi horror 
movie? Look no further. Sigourney 
Weaver the super tough heroine, 
returns to do battle yet again with 
the hideous creature. Oscar-
winning special effects have you 
glued to the screen, but the ITN 
news slap bang in the middle (most 
probably containing exclusive 
report on how US marines are 
preparing to cope with Christmas 
in Somalia!) puts dampeners on the 
excitement. 1986 

TUESDAY 22 DECEMBER 

Heartbreak Ridge 
ITV - 9.00pm 
Talk about US marines. Clint 
Eastwood in action, with lots of 
mean hard stares, as a veteran 
sergeant faced with the task of 
licking a platoon of inexperienced 
marines into a fighting unit. 
Marines inexperienced? No 
problem, just stick them in front of 
the TV cameras in Somalia! 1986 

WEDNESDAY 23 DECEMBER 

Buster 
ITV - 9.00pm 
Genesis lead singer, Phil Collins, 
plays 1963 Great Train Robber 
Buster Edwards in his first film 
role, and he's surprisingly good. 
But it's more a love story than a 
reconstruction of real events, as 
Buster returns to his wife knowing 
he will be arrested. The lovable 
performances gloss over the fact 
that the train driver Jack Mills was 
badly beaten in the real robbery 
and later died. 1988 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Santa Claus 
BBC1 - 3.35pm 
Something to keep the children 
occupied. Dudley Moore runs 
around being silly as Santa's 
sidekick. Trouble is your kids might 
want to hang up their pyjamas near 
the fire places tonight, after seeing 
Santa's very impressive flowing 
white beard. 1985 

The Birds 
BBC2 - 11.55pm 
One of Hitchcocks most famous 
and most frightening thrillers about 
a Californian coastal village that 
becomes the target of killer bird 
attacks. You're pulled into the 
movie real tight, with gradually 
more horrifying attacks but left 
wondering at the end. 1963 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Top Hat 
BBC2 - 1.15pm 
The legendary Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers in top form in this 
comic dance fantasy. Includes Cheek 
to. cheek, Isn't this a lovely day? and 
Top hat, white tie and tails. 1935 

Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade 
BBC1 - 3.10pm 
What Steven. Spielberg does best of 
all; a gripping fast-paced action 

movie, with thrilling effects and 
stunts, plus a generous dose of 
comedy. Harrison Ford as Ind) 
teams up with his dad (Sean 
Connery) which is as improbable as 
the plot, yet again he is pursued by 
the those evil Nazis. Good 
entertainment. Pity the anti-Muslim 
Zionist propaganda. 1989 

Rear Window 
BBC2 - 11.50pm 
Technically remarkable movie in 
which one wheelchair-bound 
character (James Stewart) can see 
an entire neighbourhood through 
his rear window. But when this 
glorified peeping Tom reckons he's 
seen a murder, things get out of 
hand. 1954 

BOXING DAY 

Robin Hood 
ITV - 1.45pm 
Walt Disney version of the story 
about the hero who stole front the 
rich to give to the poor (we could 
do with one of those even in this 
day and age), with all the characters 
being played by animated animals. 
1973 

The Godfather 
ITV - 11.20pm 
Marlon Brando's Oscar-award 
winning performance as the New 
York Mafia Boss, with Al Pacino as 
the reluctant gangster son. Also 
won best picture and script.  
Showing in two parts, concluding 
tomorrow. 1972 

SUNDAY 27 DECEMBER 

The Defiant Ones 
Channel 4 - 12.45pm 
Convicts Sidney Poitier and Tony 
Curtis escape chained together -
and they hate each other. Won 
Oscars for photography and script. 
1958 

BANK HOLIDAY 

Twins 
BBC1 - 7.00pm 
Not to be missed. Muscleman 
Arnold Schwarzeneggar pairs up 
with funny guy Danny Devito as 
twins produced through a scientific 
experiment. As genes go, Arnie got 
all the best bits, while Danny got 
what ever was left. But the film is 
hilarious, with action and a heavy 
does of sentiment thrown in. Danny 
is naturally very good, but big Arnie 
is the surprise, he doesn't always 
need to be holding a rocket 
launcher after all. 1988 

TUESDAY 29 DECEMBER 

Gorillas in the Mist 
BBC1 - 9.30pm 
TV premiere of this biopic of 
American anthropologist Dian 
Fossey who struggle to save central 
African mountain apes. Sigourney 
Weaver is the angry lady who builds 
up a mega relationship with the 
gorillas. 1988 

The Godfather, Part II 
ITV - 11.40pm 
Six-Oscar follow up to the first part 
of this gangster epic. Hailed as one 
of the great films of the 70s, with Al 
Pacino, and Robert De Niro taking 
over Marlon Brando's original role. 
Shown in two parts, concluding 
tomorrow. 1974 

NEW YEAR'S DAY 

A Cry in the Dark 
BBC2 - 8.30pm 
Meryl Streep and Sam Neill, in a 
rendition of a true story, as the 
Australian couple tried for murder 
after the disappearance of their 
child. 1988 

rC)undup 

Shahzad Sheikh 

Christmas is all about goodwill. It's about 
snowmen and Father Christmas. Decked out 

pine trees and jaunty carols. It's about presents and 
get-togethers. 

Bah humbug! As far as 1 am concerned just wish 
your neighbour a Merry Christmas and forget the 
rest. Let's save the festivities - and money - for Eid. 

Nah, Christmas is about watching television, going 
to the cinema or getting some reading done. Just look 
at all those books piling up in the corner there that 
you've promised yourself you'll read. 

So what's on the box? Well quite a lot. But more 
interesting is what's not. Notable by it's absence is 
that mother of all Christmas time TV film favourites -
The Wizard of OZ. There isn't even an Alice in 
Wonderland, not one of the Star Wars movies and no 
sign of the flamboyant secret service agent, James 
Bond 007! 

But all is not lost, there is at least one old Star Trek 
and Superman movie. The real treat, of course, will be 

Of sitting at home and getting square-eyed is not as 
Mappealing to you as going to a cinema and getting 
square-eyed, then you'll certainly find that the winter 
break is a good time to catch up with all the latest 
offerings from Hollywood. And as it's unlikely that 
you would have spent all your hard-earned green 
paper on celebrating the festivities - or is it - you 
might just be able to afford the high cost of cinema 
going these days. No wonder many people wait till 
the movies out on video. 

Thing is, sitting in a darkened hall, watching the 
action on a massive screen, taking in the sound from 
innumerable well-placed pounding stereophonic 
speakers, while munching popcorn and slurping 
soda, is far removed from being at home battling for 
the remote control. 

Anyway, next time remember all those good things 
you could be doing in one and a half hour: pray one 
hundred raka's, say six thousand dhikrs and recite 
sum Yasin at least a dozen times! 

Sister Act. Whoopi Goldberg is a club singer who 
has to flee from her boyfriend when he tries to kill 
her. She ends up hiding in a convent posing as a 
nun, but with things a little too dull for her liking she 
decides to make a few changes, much to the 
annoyance of Mother Superior. It's wild, funny, 
ridiculous and there's some soulful music to stomp 
your feet to. Don't worry, this is unlikely to be a very 
subtle form of evangelising - is it? 

Death Becomes Her. Robert Zemeckis is the man 
behind Who framed Roger Rabbit, and the Back to the 
Future trilogy, here the biggest money-spinning 
director of all time, attempts a fantasy farce. This 
ghoulish comedy overwhelms with its mind-blowing, 
technically ingenious, special effects alone. But there 
are also the big names and accomplished actors - 
Goldie Hawn (never looked younger), Bruce Willis 
(never looked so pathetic) and Meryl Streep (never 
thought she could be so funny!). The zany movie will 
make you think twice before ever contemplating 
plastic surgery - with Willis the plastic surgeon who 
becomes the object of desire for both these vindictive 
and bitchy women, who just won't die. 

Home Alone 2. Macaulay Culkin is only 11 and 
earns around $3 million per movie, and even more 
so for this much anticipated sequel to the wildly 
popular Home Alone which itself became the third 

the TV premieres of Twins, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Danny Devito, and Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade, starring Harrison Ford and Sean 
Connery. While the former is a nice harmless fun film 
the latter is full of cleverly disguised anti-Muslim 
propaganda by the pro-zionist Steven Spielberg. 

Despite the recession the Beeb is spending £28 
million this Christmas - so that's where all the licence 
fee goes to! In fact, on the four main television 
channels alone there will be around 250 films. As 
Barry Norman put it in Radio Times: "Christmas is in 
fact Britain's annual Vintage Film Festival." 

So when you're not spending "quality time" with 
the family, reading or studying the Qur'an, saying 
your prayers, or demohstrating against something 
(the ideal sort of Muslim holiday activity), settle down 
in front of the glowing box in the corner of your front 
room, with a plateload of kebabs and a glassful of 
sherbet, commandeer the remote control and allow 
yourself to soak in the influences of the Western, 
"kufr" society. On these pages you'll find guides to 
help you. Happy viewing! 

biggest grossing movie of all time. Now the plot is 
almost exactly the same, and so are the villainous 
duo. Yet this time not-so-little Mac, with the wide-
eyed looks and ear-shattering scream gets on the 
wrong plane and ends up lost alone in New York -
the Big Apple itself. This is of course all totally 
implausible - how could the parents be dumb enough 
to lose him twice, how could he possibly even board 
the wrong plane, and how in the bustling mass of 
NY's Christmas population could he come across the 
same pair of robbers again? Well never mind all that, 
it's sure to be a mega-success so just go and enjoy it. 

Chaplin. Sir Richard Attenborough made Gandhi, 
now he's made Chaplin, what will he make next? 
Attenborough? This is no less than an epic celebration 
of the rags-to-riches life and the comic genius of 
Charlie Chaplin. Who wants to see a movie about a 
silly tramp? Remember they said: "who wants to see a 
movie about a little man in a loincloth?" The British 
comic was once the most famous man in the world 
and still regarded as the screen's greatest mime and 
clown. Robert Downey plays Chaplin, Anthony 
Hopkins narrates, Dan Aykroyd also stars and 
Chaplin's real daughter, Geraldine, plays his mother. 

The Muppet Christmas Carol. If you thought that 
the Muppets had died along with their creator Jim 
Henson and once Disney had bought them up, think 
again! They play out the story of Charles Dicken's 
Scrooge - one of the most popular Christmas stories 
of all - and guess who plays Scrooge? No not Gonzo, 
but human actor Michael Caine. "Every one of my 
friends did The Muppet Show except me," he says. "So 
it's an honour and a privilege to finally work with 
Miss Piggy." A puppet. You Caine't be serious 
Michael! 

The Bodyguard. Originally this movie was meant 
to star Steve McQueen and Diana Ross, but it is her 
successor to the throne of Queen of soul, Whitney 
Houston, who finally bagged the part along with 
Kevin Costner, who plays the bodyguard. It's 
Houston's screen debut, but it shouldn't be too hard 
as she plays a chart topping soul superstar in need of 
personal protection. The soundtrack is already out 
and there is some great singing in this movie. 
Wonder if she researched the role much? To be 
released on 26 December. 

Reach a brand new audience 

ADVERTISE IN Qnews 

Give me the remote 
control! 

What to watch at the 
cinema 
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WHAT TO WATCH & LISTEN? 

MON 21 DEC 

BBC1 
Blood and Honey: 
Herod's Christmas 
9.05am 
Award winning writer and presenter 
Tony Robinson takes a bold and 
challenging look at the Christmas 
story, shown in these five daily fifteen 
minute slots filmed in the Holy Land. 
He locates the story in the political 
turmoil and bloodshed of a period 
when the paranoid King Herod 
reigned supreme. Sweeping away 
stereotypes, he tells two stories, one 
dealing with the birth of a great 
leader, Jesus, and the events 
surrounding the death of another, 
Herod. Both bore the title "King of 
the Jews". 

BBC1 
Films of the Year with Barry 
Norman 
11.00pm 
A must for all movie buffs and those 
having wasted a fair amount of their 
hard-earned dosh on going to the 
local cinema and seeing movies like 
Woody Allen's ironically titled 
Husbands and Wives; an Unforgiven 
Clint Eastwood; Walt Disney's sexist 
but delightfully romantic Beauty and 
the Beast; the shocking Cape Fear; JFK 
the assassination reconstruction; and 
the spate of Columbus movies. 

TUE 22 DEC 

Channel 4 
Darwin 
9.00pm 
Peter Greenway's characteristically 
quirky view of Charles Darwin is the 
first of two documentaries being 
shown over Christmas about people 
whose ideas and imagination have left 
an indelible imprint on history - even 
if they are unproven to date. In his 
film, Greenway uses tableaux and 
luscious imagery to bring Darwin's 
creative but imaginary science to life. 

WED 23 DEC 

Channel 4 
Transformations: 
Concerning Death 
3.30pm 
The final part of the series that 
examines our relationship to the world 
around us, interestingly looks at death 
- the unexplored secret of life. Taking 
part will be scientist David Lorimer, 
the Dalai Lama, Mother Teresa, and 
hospice supporter Dr Cicely Saunders. 
When programme makers were 
questioned by Q news about absence of 
the Islamic perspective on the subject 
they first answered with - a dead 
silence; before mumbling "we might 
have it next time". Assuming, well, 
death (the natural kind!) hasn't caught 
up with any of the programme 
makers! 

BBC2 
Open Space: 
Kurdistan-the Promised Country 
8.30pm 
The UN "safe haven" for the Kurds in 
Iraq expires at the end of 1992. In his 
film, exile Hoshman Othman returns 
to his native Iraqi Kurdistan to find 
out how the Kurds are trying to 
reconstruct their lives after years of 
brutal repression. This moving and 
often painful journey of discovery, 
explores the fragile state being created 
and calls for international support for 
the Kurds as a self-governing people. 

BBC1 
Lenny Henry: 
In Dreams 
9.31Ip■ 
The totally sponditious comedian 

appears in this crucial comic fantasy in 
which he takes a sideways look into the 
world or dreams and nightmares. With 
guest appearances from his wife Dawn 
French and Barry Norman. Lenny and 
his "analyst" Bill Paterson explore the 
comedian's deepest fears and desires 
through his own dreams. In one he 
finds himself naked in public and in 
another turns into pop star Prince. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

BBC2 
Sports Review of the Year 
11.30am 
Another chance to look back to 1992's 
great sporting moments, and the 
announcement of the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year. With Desmond 
Lynam and Steve Rider. 

Channel 4 
A Christmas Carol 
11.30am 
Oscar-winning animated version of 
Charles Dicken's classic tale, brought 
to life by British animator Richard 
Williams who is best known for his 
work on Who Framed Roger Rabbit - and 
is infact a Muslim. Using 19th century 
woodcuts, Williams creates a fine 
backdrop for actors such as Michael 
Redgrave, Alastair Sim, Michael 
Hordern and Joan Sims, who provide 
the voices. 

BBC2 
Motor Racing 
1.20pm 
Highlights of the 1992 Esso British 
Touring Car Championship which 
reached a thrilling climax at 
Silverstone. Introduced by Steve Rider 
with commentary by Murray Walker -
of course. 

BBC2 
Paralympics 
4.05pm 
Highly inspirational stuff, this. Just 
three weeks after the Olympic Games 
finished in Barcelona, the city was host 
to the ninth Paralympics, a celebration 
of the remarkable ability of people to 
overcome their disabilities and 
compete in professional sport. Helen 
Rollason reviews the event. 

Channel 4 
Happy Days: 
Reunion Special 
5.10pm 
If there are still some fans of Fonzi, 
Richie and the other characters from 
the Happy Days series set in the fifties, 
this programme if for you. The show 
that made "being cool" respectable was 
first transmitted in January 1974 and 
ended no less than 255 episodes later 
in June 1984. Cast members add their 
recollections of the popular series and 
talk about what they have been doing 
since then. 

BBC2 
How about a Lift, Old Boy? 
7.30pm 
Here's a rare treat for motoring 
enthusiasts young or old. In 1955, 
Stirling Moss won the Mille Miglia, a 
1000-mile dash through Italy. This 
summer, 300 vintage cars took part in 
a rally over the original route, and 
Moss drove the race-winning 
Mercedes. His navigator, sports-writer 
Ian Wooldridge, reports. 

BBC2 
The Comic Strip Presents: 
Wild Turkey 
10.00pm 
When Jim and Sue buy a Turkey for 
Christmas dinner they discover to 
their horror that not only is it fresh 
and unplucked but dangerously alive. 
It takes them hostage and demands 
the release of all turkeys - was this 
show made by vegetarians? With Ruby 
Wax and Jennifer Saunders. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Channel 4 
Our Charlie 
1.55pm 
An appreciation of the career of screen 
legend Charlie Chaplin. It includes 
clips from his classic films, interviews 
and encounters with countless Chaplin 
impersonators. 

BBC2 
Nigel Mansell 1992 
3.00pm 

This is a look at this years Formula 1 
World Championship and British hero 
of the race track, Nigel "I'm so bloody 
disappointed" Mansell. Having 
fulfilled his dream of the 
Championship however, why has he 
quit the glorious F I scene and headed 
across the Atlantic for a lucrative 
season of Indy racing? Silly question 
really. 

ITV 
The BFG 
3.05pm 
A superbly animated adaptation of 
Roald Dahl's story for children. Now 
sadly deceased, Dahl once dismissed 
Rushdie's offensive book as trash and 
stated that it was unnecessary and 
insulting. In this film with David 
Jason's voice, young, orphaned Sophie 
is taken away one night by the Big 
Friendly Giant. Together they put an 
end to the evil, children-eating 
activities of the ugly giants that bully 
BFG, with a little help from the queen 
and her armed forces. 

BBC1 
Only Fools and Horses: 
Mother Nature's Son 
6.55pm 
This is the Beeb's gift to us all, a 
special Christmas edition of the hugely 
popular comedy starring David Jason 
and Nicholas Lyndhurst. The Trotter 
family becomes environmentally aware 
and uses an unexpected inheritance to 
enhance its fortunes. Does this mean 
the end of the road for the dirty old, 
three-wheeled Trotter van? 

BOXING DAY 

Channel 4 
Songs and Memories 
11.30am 
An hour-long special edition of the 
show features Actress and singer 
legendary Noor Jehan, who looks back 
over her 50 years in Asian cinema. A 
career both colourful and 
controversial. 

Channel .4 
God on the Box 
7.10pm 
A look at "holy hour" and the 
television programmes which have 
filled it. When most Christians think of 
religious programmes, they think of 
Harry Secombe and choirs. But some 
programmes in the past were ghastly, 
and some curdlingly sanctimonious. 
Maybe we could learn a thing or two 
from their mistakes. 

Channel 4 
The AFI salutes Sidney Poitier 
11.05pm 
How about that? The American Film 
Institute presented a Lifetime 
Achievement Award to a black man. 
Still he needed a career spanning 40 
years to get it. Hosted by Harry 
Belafonte, this programme includes 
contributions from Bill Cosby, Danny 
Glover, Tony Curtis and Denzel 
Washington - the actor who plays 
Malcolm X in the new movie. 

SUN 27 DEC 

1111C1 
This is the Day 

Christmas Special with Roy 
Castle 
9.15am 
The lovable record breaker, tap 
dancer, singer, musician, has been 
entertaining people for nearly 50 
years. But he may not have seen this 
Christmas as he has been battling 
against lung cancer for the last twelve 
months. He invites the cameras into 
his home to celebrate the special day. 

BBC1 
The Natural Olympian 
10.45am 
Speed Stamina and Strength: Olympic 
athletes strive for them, animals 
survive by them. This film studies top 
performers from both. 

Channel 4 
Hard News 
7.15pm 
First of a number of programmes 
serving to remind us of the events of 
the year just about to depart. This 
award-winning series presents an end-
of-year review of how the papers 
behaved in 1992. Except for Q news, 
not very well we'd say. 

MON 28 DEC 

BBC2 
Light the Darkness 
10.20am 
This film is a reminder of the 
international conventions designed to 
protect the innocent victims of war. 
But they have all been broken in the 
past year - in Europe alone. With Peter 
Ustinov and the London Chamber 
Orchestra. 

TUE 29 DEC 

Channel 4 
Ghazals 
12.00pm 
As featured in Q news some weeks ago, 
in the first of four daily programmes, 
the semi-finalists in a national ghazal 
competition are provided with a show 
case, which culminates in a final. 
Ghazals are a from of poetry with verse 
couplets set to music, and are now 
combined with bhangra, beat, jazz and 
other musical styles as well as the 
traditional. 

BBC1 
The World's Strongest Man 
6.30pm 
Ten of the world's most powerful men 
take part in this contest of strength 
and endurance in Iceland. Sadly no 
Muslims appear to be competing, it 
can't be that they're not strong 
enough. 

ITV 
Merry Christmas Mr Bean 
8.30pm 
More mayhem with the accident 
prone, vindictive Mr Bean, played by 
Rowan Atkinson. Bean creates festive 
havoc and gives a new meaning to 
dressing the Turkey. 

WED 30 DEC 

BBC1 
Review 92: 
That was the year that was 
10.15pm 
Bill Clinton wins, John Major wishes 
he hadn't, Royal family problems, 
Yugoslav ethnic cleansing, starving in 
Somalia, rioting in LA, fascism in 
Germany, Olympics, Earth Summits, 
and recession everywhere. The BBC 
Foreign Affairs Editor John Simpson 
reminds us of a year we'd all rather 
forget. 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 

Channel 4 
One Family: 
The Price of Bread 
4.00pm 
An intimate portrait of a Palestinian 
family whose life is overshadowed by 
political oppression. Mohammed, a 
blacksmith, works as a house cleaner in 
Tel Aviv while his wife and family live 
in a refugee camp. But everything 
changes after the Gulf War. 

BBC1 
That's Showbusiness New 
Year's Eve show 
6.30pm 
A special edition of the show hosted by 
Mike Smith taking a wry look at the 
last 12 months of showbusiness events, 
from Michael Jackson's Dangerous nose 
and Madonna's Erotic Sex, to Michael 
Douglas' very Basic Instincts. 

BBC1 
Clive James on 1992 
10.20pm 
The weird Australian author and TV 
presenter casts an acerbic eye on 1992. 
He promises to expose Bill Clinton's 
secret passion and Norman Lamont's 
secret strategy. There will also be a 
surprise Man and Woman of the year. 

NEW YEAR'S DAY 

ITV 

Annus Horribilis - My Horrible 
Year 
6.15pm 
The 40th year of her ascension to the 
throne has also been the worst for the 
queen with royal marriages breaking 
up around her, and Windsor Castle 
burning away. John Suchet looks back 
at the turbulent year and questions the 
future of the monarchy. 

Channel 4 
Rory Bremner: 
And the morning after the year 
before 
10.00pm 
John Major wakes up on New Year's 
Day with no memory of the event of 
1992. Luckily, he has recorded the 
previous night's Rory Bremner Show 
and it all comes flooding back 
unfortunately Oh dear! 

RADIO 
Tuesday 22 December 
Radio 4 
File on 4 • 7.20pm 
A Radio 4 interpretation of Muslim 
fundamentalism in the Arab world. In the 
second of two special programmes, 
Steward Simon reports on the radical 
challenge of Islam to Arab governments. 

Wednesday 23 December 
Radio 4 
SOS • 11.30pm 

Matthew Paris talks to Francis Moore, 
who has worked as a nurse all over the 
Middle East. 

Boxing Day 
Radio 4 
Worlds Apart • 10.45pm 
In the last programme of the series 
Hardeep Kaur talks to Ray Brown about 
her childhood in Amritsar in Northern 
Punjab. 

Sunday 27 December 
Radio 4 
Ride jute Pushkar • 9.00pm 
A group of tourists head for the annual 
Pushkar camel fair in Northern India, not 
taking the easy route by coach, but using 
the traditional steed of the Rajput 
warriors -the hot blooded Marwari horse. 

New Year's Day 
Radio 4 
The Cerrespeadeets Leek Ahead 
0.05p■ 
BBC correspondents worldwide forecast 
trends and events in 1993. Chairman 
Gordon Clough. 
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roundup 

Have you been to Kew 
Gardens recently? 
Despite the fact that the Holy Qur'an is full of verses calling upon 
mankind to look at nature as one way of appreciating Allah few 
Muslims give themselves a break. The festive period is an ideal time to 
visit a place which is full of nature and trees that are not of the 
Christmas kind writes Zarina Choudry. 

everyday 

r, to give it its proper 
name, the Royal Botanic 
Gardens. I've been 
visiting Kew on a regular 

basis for decades and it's serene 
atmosphere never fails me, 
however entrance prices have 
changed. From 3d in the 1950's to 
the present £3.30 for adults, 
children £1.10, students and 
OAP's £1.70, it is still extremely 
good value for money. No dogs or 
thugs are allowed in, therefore 
one is able to spend hours 
blissfully wandering from flower 
bed to glasshouse to lake, without 
fear of being mugged or bitten. 

It is imperative to sample the 
delights of Kew in all weathers and 
seasons, and although summer is 
the busiest time when family 
picnics are in full swing, 
aficionados choose winter to take 
in the ambience and air in quiet 
solitude. 

Princess Augusta founded the 
gardens in 1759 and there is still 
evidence of her age to be found: a 
potted palm dating from 1775 
resides in the Palm House, whilst 
the Pagoda and Orangery date 
from 1762. There is also a grand 
old oak tree all of three hundred 
years old. 

Trees are looking splendid right 
now with gorgeous colour leaves 
ranging from brilliant orange and 
red to acid yellow. Viburnum  

farreri is in full bloom with 
clusters of pale pink blossom set 
against dark wood, its creamy 
scent wafting across the lawns. 
Amaryllis, again, a brightish pink, 
is looking cheeky set amongst 
stark pavings and pebbles. Huge 
clumps of rosemary outdo all 
other species of herb for growth, 
whilst Michaelmas daisies (mauve 
and purple), stand forlornly in 
massive square beds that until 
recently housed gourds, 
sunflowers and specimen tomato 
plants. 

Butterflies and bees are still in 
evidence, with winter jasmine 
(yellow), massive ornamental 
grasses and elegant pines now 
coming into their own. Holly 
berries are in abundance with 
squirrels and ring-necked doves 
making the most of them. 

There is something for everyone 
at glorious Kew. Children will 
marvel at 3ft koi (carp) swimming 
lazily in the Princess of Wales 
Conservatory, whilst the Marine 
Display (downstairs in the Palm 
House), has a vast collection of 
tropical fish set amongst sea 
anemones, coral and various 
seaweeds. Huge ferns, date palms 
and banana plants thrive in the 
light humidity of the Temperate 
House, with lianas winding their 
way skywards and giant bamboos 
casting their shadow over fuschia  

and begonia. There is even 
an early hint of camellia 
japonica whose shiny 
dark green foliage 
provides a backdrop 
for prisitine white 
petals. 

I urge you -
particularly those 
who live in 
tower blocks 
and flats to 
make the 
efforts, 
whatever 
t h e 
weather, 
and let 
loose 
your 

children to 
sample 	the 
delights that Allah 
ta'allah has bestowed upon 
us. Introduce them to the wonders 
of His creation, as we are all too 
clearly starved of beauty in our 

I ives. 

c a n 

recommend 
Kew as the 

finest pick-me-
up when one 

feels troubled or 
depressed. One's 

natural perspective 
and sense of 

proportion is quickly 
restored, one feels 

relaxed and invigorated. 
Throughout 	the 

Golden Era in Andalucia, 
the mentally ill were able to 

lead sweet unstressful lives 
amongst beautiful set gardens, 

with fountains tinkling in the 
backgroundas the Holy Qur'an 

was recited, bringing comfort and 
relief to troubled minds. 

It is of vital importance, 
therefore, that the world's premier 
botanic garden is supported by 
our visits, as their contribution to 
the detailed study of plant life is 
vital to the earth's future and 
man's well-being. 

We're 	not 	all 	crazy made by the Medical Research Council behaviour, and the word "lunacy" is foods do need minimum cooking to avoid 
sadists! epidemiology unit in Cardiff were seized derived from "luna" - the moon - which further loss of vitamins, and shouldn't be 
Film characters .such as Hannibal "the on by the Butter Council and leaked to the means odd behaviour interspersed by prepared until just before cooking, but 
Cannibal" Lecter in the The Silence of the papers. The 10-year study of 4,000 men intervals of normality. Which also happens frozen foods should need even less 
Lambs are distorting the public's image of made headlines in February last year when to describe the accelerator's eccentricities. cooking. Canned fruit and veg are likely to 
psychiatric treatment according to the it said that men who drank a pint of milk a Now scientists will consult moon phases to contain fewer nutrients than frozen 
Royal College of Psychiatrists. Professor day had fewer heart attacks, and that men get accurate results. 	The 	machine because of further processing. Fresh food 
Brice Pitt, public education director of the 
college said the cinema's passion for 

who buttered their bread had half the risk 
of 	heart 	disease 	as 	those 	using 

accelerates electrons and positrons in 
opposite directions around the ring until 

at supermarkets was the most expensive, 
with canned the cheapest. So fresh is not 

portraying "shrinks" as crazy sadists or sex polyunsaturated margarines. The Medical they're travelling nearly at the speed of necessarily best though 	it is more 
maniacs is damaging their reputation. Research Council has now ceased the light. They then smash into each other expensive. 
"Psychiatrists are variously seen as lazy, 
crazy, incompetent, power-mad, creatures 

£600,000 annual funding of the unit 
following "commercial involvement" and 

and produce secondary particles like 
boson-Z - the heaviest sub-atomic particle Money well spent on R&D 

of the establishment - sadists or softies an inquiry which criticised the scientific ever created. Variations in results however If companies spend a dollar on research 
who find excuses for thoroughly bad methods used. There was also concern have foiled attempts to find the exact mass and development, they help their country 
behaviour," he said - well he should know. that serious research was "hijacked" by of boson. Perhaps it is the scientists who earn seven times as much as it would if 
Anthony Hopkin's Hannibal character commercial interests particularly when it are suffering from lunacy. they spent that same dollar on new 
was, he said, typical of Hollywood's suggested that the advice to reduce fat buildings or machinery, This is the chief 
passion for the "Dr Evil" stereotype. He intake was founded on a "combination of Frozen is better than fresh finding of a report by the National Bureau 
cited Bad Timing, starring Art Garfunkel, 
and Prince of• Tides, starring Barbra 

fact and wishful thinking". You just don't 
know what to believe anymore. 

Frozen fruit and vegetables can contain up 
to twice as much vitamin C as fresh 

of Economic Research, a think-tank in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. The report 

Streisand, as two example's of when according to the Consumer's Association. analysed economic data from 53 countries. 
shrinks seduce patients of relatives. Then Largest machine suffering Tests showed all frozen produce to contain It overturns the prevailing view that 
there's the "dippy" doctor such as Peter lunacy at least as much vitamin C as fresh stuff, investment in "intangible" assets such as 
Seller's in What's New Pussycat? And jack The world's largest scientific instrument - with frozen spinach containing.twice as R&D, education and training is on par 
Nicholson's One Flew Over The Cuckoo's a 17 mile-long particle accelerator at the much. Canned food also did well in the with investment in fixed or "tangible" 
Nest, had set back the cause of electro- European Laboratory for Particle Physics tests, but tinned vegetables came out assets such as buildings or equipment. 
convulsive therapy by "about 50 years". He (CERN) in Geneva - has been officially poorly. Vitamin C content of fresh This discovery, if it is fact and not based 
only wants to be loved. diagnosed as suffering from "lunacy". produce was the same whether it was on "commercial involvement", could be 

Axing the butter and milk 
Variations in readings from the highly 
accurate Large Electron Positron collider 

bought from supermarkets, greengrocers, 
market stalls or farm shops. But since the 

the answer to the problems of many 
Muslim countries, who would rather build 

unit (LEP), which have mystified physicists for process of freezing or canning is very swift, and work for profits - pandering to 
A government research department that more than two years, are now being there is little time for the nutrients to be western needs, rather than research and 
claimed butter and milk protects against blamed on the phases of the moon. The destroyed, whereas "fresh" food could be investigate for their own purposes. 
heart disease is being axed. The claims moon is often blamed for quirks of days, weeks or even months old. Fresh 
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• 715 EXEMPTION 
CERTIFICATES 

• BACK DUTY CASES 
• SC 601 s, TAX REFUNDS 

• VAT & BOOKKEEPING 
• LIMITED COMPANIES 

FORMED 

FULL RANGE OF SERVICES 
OFFERED TO LIMITED COMPANIES 

& SELF EMPLOYED 
	• 

RECESSION 

*SPECIAL OFFER* 
*QUR'AN ON VIDEO: HUSARY, HUZAIFEE, ABDUL BASIT, ISMAIL BICER 

AND OTHERS 
*ANY FIELD OF ISLAM - Fiqh. Sharia, Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (SWS), 

Family and Social life of Islam, Intifada, Bosnia, Kashmir, Sufism, Scientific 
documentary films, Lectures, Debates, Panel Discussions 

*COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS: Judaaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism etc. 

* Our videos will be at reduced prices for mosque librraries, Schools, 
Madressas and any other Islamic research centres which buy in quantity 

ALL OUR VIDEOS ARE REDUCED 20% UNTIL END OF RAMADAN 1413 
(1993) 

Mail order and Wholesale enquiries welcome 

For further information please contact: 

ISLAMIC VIDEO AND AUDIO SERVICES CENTRE 

10 Hampdon Road Tel: 081 348 7958 
London N8 OHT Tel: 081 888 3926 
England Fax: 081 888 3926 

Mr M B Ahmed & Co. 
Registered Chartered Accountants 

North London 
for all kinds of taxation services especially personal 

taxation and SC60's 

081-368 8885 (am) 
081-808 6960 (pm) 

ISLAM OUR 
CHOICE 

A new edition is currently being 
sponsored by the Muslim World 
League. Any revert/convert who 

wishes to make a submission could 
they please contact: 

S Ahmed 
Islamic Information Services 

PO Box 2982 
London 

N11 2SZ 

Your story could guide someone to the path of Islam, 
Insha-Allah. 

FOR MOST BOOKS ON ISLAM 

ISLAMIC BOOK CENTRE 
120 Drummond Street 

London NW1 2HI 
Tel 071 388 0710 

Nearest tube station 
Euston, Euston Square and Warren Street 

18/25 December 1992 

Tuesday 22 

Air Rising 
Amongst the five floors packed with 

scientific inventions Air Rising is a short 

course on how to make and fly a model hot 

air balloon. Workshops take place at 

11.30am ft 1.15pm during the week., 

11 am, 1pm, 3pm on Sat, 1.30pm, 3pm on 

Sun; each session lasts 30-45 mins. 

Tickets available on the day from the 

information desk. 

Venue: The Science Museum, Exhibition 

Road, London SW7. 
(071 938 8008/8080) Tube: South 

Kensington. 
(Last workshop) 

7.30pm-9.30pm - Arabic Language and 
()manic Studies Groups 
Free weekly lecture. Refreshments served. 

Venue: Meet at 136 Stapleton Road, 

Easton, Bristol 5. 
Enquiries: lmdad 0272 695581. 

Wednesday 23 

5.00-7.00pm - Arabic for Beginners 
Free weekly lecture. Starting time, subject 

to Maghrib prayers. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 
NW8 7RG. (071 724 3363) 

Tafseer Circle 
Omar Bakri Mohammed takes the study 

circle run by The Shepherds Bush Mosque 

Islamic Study Circle. Starting time subject 

to Isha prayers. 

Men only. Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 

Bush, London. 
1081 740 0463) 

Thursday 24 

Winter Festivals (exhibition) 

Artists of different religious traditions 

celebrate winter festivals. Open: Tue-Sat 

10am-6pm. 

Venue: Lamont, 65 Roman Road, London 

E2. 081 981 6332. Tube: Bethnal Green. 

5.00-7.00pm - Islamic Studies In 

Linguistics 
Dr Kamal Abdul-Ghany presents the weekly 

lecture. Starting time, subject to Maghrib 
prayers. Admission free. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 
NW8 7RG (071 724 3363) 

Friday 25 

5.00pm-7.00pm - Jesus (pbuh): The Life; 
The Mission; The Struggle for Tawheed 

(Unity of God). 

Lecture will be presented by Mikail 

Maknoon. All brothers, Sisters and all 

denominations are welcome. Comparative 

religious literatures and refreshments freely 
available. 

Venue: L.I.C.S. Mosque, Whightman 
Road, 389 Hampden Road, London N8 
(Opposite BP Petrol Station) 
Enquiries.  Islamic Video and Audio 
Services Centre, 10 Hampden Road, 
London N8 OHT. (081 348 7958/888 
3926) 

Saturday 26 

5.00pm-7.00pm - The Essential Tenets of 
Islam 

Weekly lecture presented by Amer Jaroudi. 

Starting time, subject to Maghrib prayers. 

Admission free. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 
NW8 7RG (071 724 3363) 

Main Study Circle 
Imam M M Tahir will guide the second 

weekly lecture organised by The Shepherds 

Bush Mosque Islamic Study Circle. Topics 

include Tafseer (translation and 

explanation) of a part of the Qu'ran (20 

mins). Special study: a talk on an Islamic 

issue, current affairs, or a part of the life of 

the Prophet Muhammad, upon whom be 

peace and blessings. Practical objectives: 

organising lectures, da'wah sessions, 

stalls, library sports (football, cricket, 

fitness training, karate, etc.) (20 mins). 

Starting time subject to Isha prayers. Men 

only. Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 

Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

Sunday 27 

10.30am-1.45pm - Arabic Classes 
The Watford Arabic School is running a 

new class for new Muslims. The 

especially designed class for those wishing 

to advance their Islamic and Qu'ranic 

knowledge will be taught by a scholar from 

the renowned Al-Azhar University, Cairo. 

Enquiries: Dr Saleh (0923) 245 670. 

12-6.00pm - Bazaar and Food Fayre 
Held in aid of Somalia. Bosnia and other 

afflicted areas. Donations welcome: Cash, 

Food and Quality Bazaar items. 

Venue. Islamic Cultural Centre, 146 Park 

Road, London NW8. 

Enquiries: Sister Yasmin or Leila 081 888 

0148 

5.00pm-7.00pm - Islamic Economy fr 

Related Subjects 
Weekly lecture presented by Muhammed 

Ghanem. Starting time, subject to Maghnb 

prayers. Admission free. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 

NW8 7RG. (071 724 3363) 

Arabic Language (Spoken D Written) 
Circle 
Organised by The Shepherds Bush Mosque 

Islamic Study Circle. Starting time, subject 

to Isha prayers. Men only Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

11.00am-12.30pm - Sisters Islamic Study 
Circle 
Organised by The Shepherd's Bush 

Mosque Islamic Study Circle. Women Only.  

Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

Tuesday 29 

7.30pm-9.30pm - Arabic Language and 
Quranic Studies Groups 
Free weekly lecture. Refreshments served .  
Venue: Meet at 136 Stapleton Road, 
Easton, Bristol 5. 
Enquiries: Imdad 0272 695581. 

Wednesday 30 

5.00-7.00pm - Arabic for Beginners 
Free weekly lecture. Starting time subject 

to Maghrib prayers. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 

NW8 7RG. (071 724 3363) 

Tafseer Circle 
Omar Bakri Mohammed takes the study 

circle run by The Shepherds Bush Mosque 

Islamic Study Circle. Starting time subject 

to Isha prayers. 

Men only. Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

Thursday 31 

Black Womantalk 
Black Womantalk seeks submissions for 

Identities, a publication to include prose, 

poetry, photography and art. 

Enquiries: Black Womantalk, Box 32, 
190 Upper Street, London N1 1R(1. 
(enclose sae) 
(deadline today) 

5.00-7.00pm - Islamic Studies & 
Linguistics 
Dr Kamal Abdul-Ghany presents the weekly 

lecture. Starting time, subject to Maghrib 

prayers. Admission free. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 
NW8 MG. (071 724 3363) 

Saturday 31 

9.00am-10.00pm - Sister's Seminar 
This two-day event includes discussions 

and workshops for all women. 

programme for Day 1: 

-Differences amongst the Muslims: Mercy 

or Menace. 

-The Companions: The Unique Generation 

-Musa & Pharaoh: Truth ft Falsehood 

-Punishment of the Grave 

Day 2: 

-Towards an Islamic State: The Prophetic 

Way 

-Muslims in Britain: Integration or 

Segregation 

-Bosnia Is Somalia: The Plight of the 

Oppressed 

-Signs of the Last Day 

Refreshments and meals will be provided. 

Cost for meals and overnight 

accommodation with sister's in the area 

will be £5. Free transport should be 

provided (awaiting confirmation). Day 

trippers £2. Early booking advisable. 

Contact: Mehnaz 081 558 0611. 

Venue: Indian Muslim Federation Hall, 
Trinity Close, Off Leytonstone High Road, 
Leytonstone, London El 1. 
(until 3 January) 

5.00pm-7.00pm - The Essential Tenets of 

Islam 
Weekly lecture presented by Amer Jaroudi. 

Starting time subject to Maghrib prayers. 

Admission free. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 

NW8 7RG (071 724 3363) 

Main Study Circle 
Imam M M Tahir will guide the second 

weekly lecture organised by The Shepherds 

Bush Mosque Islamic Study Circle. Topics 

include Tafseer (translation and 

explanation) of a part of the Qu'ran (20 

mins). Special study: a talk on an Islamic 

issue, current affairs, or a part of the life of 

the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) (20 mins). 

Practical objectives: organising lectures, 

dawah sessions, stalls, library sports 

(football, cricket, fitness training, karate, 

etc.) (20 mins). Starting time, subject to 

Isha prayers. Men only Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

Sunday 3 

10.30am-1.45pm - Arabic Classes 
The Watford Arabic School is running a 

new class for new Muslims. The 

especially designed class for those wishing 

to advance their Islamic and Qu'ranic 

knowledge will be taught by a scholar from 

the renowned Al-Azhar University, Cairo. 

Enquiries: Dr. Saleh (0923) 245 670. 

5.00pm-7.00pm - Islamic Economy In 
Related Subjects 
Weekly lecture presented by Muhammed 

Ghanem. Starting time, subject to Maghrib 

prayers. Admission free. 

Venue: The Committee Room, Islamic 
Cultural Centre, 146 Park Road, London 
NW8 7RG. (071 724 3363) 

Arabic Language (Spoken In Written) 
Circle 
Organised by The Shepherds Bush Mosque 

Islamic Study Circle. Starting time, subject 

to Isha prayers. Men only. Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

11.00am-12.30pm - Sisters Islamic 

Study Circle 
Organised by The Shepherd's Bush 

Mosque Islamic Study Circle. Women 

Only. Admission free. 

Venue: 302 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds 
Bush, London. 
(081 740 0463) 

Appeals 

Help Urgently needed for Bosnian 
Winter Campaign. 

Supplies needed are warm clothing, 

blankets, sleeping bags, gloves, medical 

supplies, dried foods/tinned foods, milk 

powder, baby foods, new underwear, 

ladies woollen tights, adults and children's 

shoes, boots and wellies. Please ask your 

community members to donate these 

NOW. for more information phone Crescent 

Relief International on 

081 459 8475 

Donations can be made payable to 
Crescent Relief International 
National Westminster Bank 
Willesden Green, Station Parade Branch 
Sort Code 60-24-04 
Sterling a/c no. 6059062 

a/c no. 140/00/ 03457028 
or cheque payable to Crescent Relief 
International 

1st Floor 
56 Brondesbury Park 
London NW6 7AT 

The Islamic Cultural Centre (Muslim Relief 

Fund) needs the following items for its 

Urgent Appeal For Bosnia: 

Winter clothes, such as blankets, coats 

and woolly jumpers, thick jackets etc. 

Money to buy essential medicines. Dried 

food, such as rice, spaghetti, corn, sugar 

and vegetable oil etc. All food items must 

be packed in carton boxes and labelled on 

top of the box. People wishing to buy a 

variety of items should refrain and buy in 

bulk of one particular item i.e. instead of 

buying a packet of sugar, a tin of soup and 

a packet of spaghetti, it is better to buy a 

pack of six tins of soup. This makes it 

easier to build stocks of particular items 

and saves time in sorting out goods. The 

Muslim Relief Fund can collect all items 

seven days a week between 10.00am until 

Isha time in the evening. 

All cheques should be made payable to 

Islamic Cultural Centre (Muslim Relief 

Fund), 146 Park Road, London, NW8 7RG. 

Balkan Relief Charity is appealing for 

blankets, winter clothing, medication 

(cough mixtures, aspirins, antiseptic, 

vaseline, etc.) and food which can be left 

(10am-4pm) at 481 Whippendell Road, 

Watford, any day during the week. Funds 

are desperately needed to contribute to the 

cost of the ship that will be transporting 

the much needed supplies. Cheques should 

be made payable to 

Balkans Relief 
Barclays Bank No. 20-19-90T 
a/c no. 80163732 

Enquiries to Anita Metcalf 0923 825856, 
or Shirley Ludlow 
07375 52567 

Help 

Lois Keith is collecting material for an 

anthology of writing by women with 

disabilities. To be published by The 

Women's Press, it will include prose, 

poetry, autobiography, short stories and 

essays of up to 3,000 words. 

Write to Lois Keith, Editor 82 Aberdeen 
Park, London N5 2BE. (enclose sae) 

To announce appointments, weddings, 
engagements, births, deaths, or to 
promote helplines, advice centres, 
events etc., please send details In 
photographs to: 

news, Cumberland House 
80 Scrubs Lane 

London NW1O 6RF 
Tel: 081 960 5667 fax: 081 968 1935 

081.514 8014 
081-553 3504 

081-598 1220 EVES & WENDS 
8A CRANBROOK RD. ILFORD IG1 4DJ 

AL-NOOR BOOKSHOP 
For the best Islamic books, video and audio-cassettes, 

clothing, tasbih, etc. 
54 Park Road • London NW1 4SH 071 723 5414 

(Central Mosque is 146 Park Road) 
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• 1,500 killed. 

• Many houses burnt, thousands homeless. 

• Help rebuild their lives. 

Please make your cheque/Postal Order payable to 
Muslim Aid - India and send it 
to: 
Muslim Aid 
P.O. Box 3 
London N7 8LR 

R eg. Charity No 295224 

You can also donate by credit card 

by phoning: 071-609 4425 

HELP THOSE AFFECTED IN THE 
AFTERMATH OF BABRI MOSQUE 

DESTRUCTION 

I am enclosing £ 	  

Name: 	  

Address: 	  

(as Sadaqah/Zakah) 
for Muslim Aid India 
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QN 12/92 

..„. 
diary 

Money Christmas. 
Contemporary 

Christmas, particularly the 
commercial one, is based on 
sound marketing research 
and strategies. This means 
planning ahead. Therefore 
work has already started in 
earnest planning the top 
seller for next year's 
Christmas. Looks like its 
going to be a computer game 
called Barcode Battler. It 
already has taken Japan, 
where it was invented, by 
storm, out-selling hand held 
computer games. It reads bar 
codes, found on almost every 
consumer product, 
converting them into "power 
points" which players use 
against opponents. So it's 
alright for mega-business to 
plan for tomorrow but when 
a Muslim does the same 
he/she is called a "Namazie" 
or worse. What a crap world! 

In German they do things a bit 

different - Vorsprung durch 
technic. The supermarket chain 
Aldi has expanded its range of 
seasonal merchandise. Now you 
too can drop into your trolley-
load of Christmas-only goodies a 
1,404-page, special edition, real 
imitation-leather-bound Bible -
with no less than 70 colour 
photographs - for just 19.98 
Deutschmark. Sell by date, 25 
December. 

S till in Bonn and we come 
across a DIY kit for 

investigating if your son is 
becoming a Nazi skinhead. 
German newspaper Bild 
offers anxious parents some 
subtle signs: "Your child 
keeps getting his hair cut 
short. He abandons his 
denim jacket for a green or 
black bomber. He asks you to 
sew Iron Crosses on his 
clothes." Get the picture? 
Don't forbid anything, 
advises Bild. "Keep your 
language clean and don't 
make jokes about 
foreigners". If your offspring 
starts singing One Day The 
World Will Learn That Adolf 
Hitler Was Right, says Bild, 
"talk to him, enrol him in a  

sports club... invite some of 
his new friends around". 

Spain's answer to the how-to 
 books on the art of loving, 

Un Karma Sutra, is about to be 
published by Siruela. Written by 
a Moor expelled from Spain in 
1609, the work was discovered 
accidentally by a Puerto Rican 
researcher, Luce Lopez-Baralt, 
who was investigating the Arab 
influence on St John of the 
Cross. She found the work in the 
Royal Academy of History in 
Madrid. The Morisco, according 
to Lopez-Barak, proposes a 
"spiritual eroticism." "For the 
Morisco, sex leads to God," she 
says. "That is why he interlaces 
the different aspects of sexual 
contact with prayers and sayings 
from the Qur'an." Now, now, 
Shaikh Darsh: what about this 
book? 

Hollywood is going 

 comic. First it was 
Superman. Then came 
Batman. And now it is 
Spiderman. Bankrupt 
of heroes in real life 
Hollywood is turning 
to comic books in its 
search of potential 
box office films. A 
£40m film about 
Spiderman in now in 
the making. Other 
films in the pipeline 
are about The 
Incredible Hulk, Dr 
Strange and 
Daredevil, a blind 
crime-fighting lawyer. 
Give me Beauty and 
the Beast anytime. 

I tem in the Times diary 
 recently: 

[If Salman Rushdie 
receives a call from the 
BBC seeking permission 
to film him reading 
fromhis work he should 
not be too flattered. The 
BBC is at last putting 
together an obituary on 
the writer who has been 
under an Iranian death 
sentence since 1989. 
"We like to be prepared 

for all eventualities," says a 
BBC mole. "So when we 
discovered that there was no 
obituary on Rushdie we decided 
to rectify the situation.] 

C olds might be bad for 

 you and the country but 
not on companies selling a 
"cure" for it. While the 
common cold has cost British 
industry £6 billion (half of it 
to Q news) pharmaceutical 
companies pulled in a cool 
£172m. Throat lozenges 
alone pulled in £21m, with 
Tunes (£5.8m) the most 
popular, followed by Lockets 
(£4m) Halls (£3m), Strepsils 
(£2.8m) and Fisherman's 
Friend (£1.3m). The funny 
thing is everybody agrees 
there is no cure to the 
condition! 

F or those concerned about the 
emergence of "Fortress 

Europe" some more depressing 
news: the EC Commission wants 
to introduce passports for cows! 
From early in the New Year 
every mobile bovine will have to 
be accompanied by what Brussels 
terms a "movement document". 
According to EC Farm 
Commissioner Ray MacSharry 
the move is vital to curb 
fraudulent claims for beef 
subsidies. The scheme will 
involve registering 84 million 
cattle, 101 million sheep and 14 
million goats. Ten pounds for 
anybody who can guess what 
part of the cow is going to be 
pictured and included in the 
passport in order to ensure the 
right cow travels on the right 
document! 
Haji Ali 
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